Rothley Park Cricket Club
1817 - 2017

The History of Cricket

The History of Cricket
Cricket, or creag as it used to be called,
who invented it? According to historians it
goes back to medieval times when folk
games were played in villages, stoolball
is one of the games which survives to this
day, the other being baseball.

Early references show that no stumps
were used, the bowler had to get the ball
past the striker and land it in a hole. Later
the hole was marked by a piece of wood.
In the early 1700's two stumps were
used, widely spaced with a bail across
the top, if the ball went between the
stumps the batsman was out and to be
run out the ball had to be dropped into a
hole between the stumps called a
'popping hole'. Hambleton Cricket club
introduced the third stump in 1775.

A record from medieval times comes from
the King's business, we read that in 1299,
John of Leek, Chaplain to King Edward I's
son, had to pay out 100 shillings, a lot of
money in those days for 'creag et alios
ludos' in the Palace of Westminster
cloisters.
By 1598, nearly 300 years later we read
of a game of crickett, with two t’s, at a
timber yard in Guildford between the boys
at the Free School of Guildford, and in
1666 we read that king Charles II and his
court were kept amused by a game of
cricket in St Albans after having to move
out of London due to the great fire.
During the seventeenth and eighteenth
century variations of the game were
played mainly in the south-east of
England but also in North America and
India. Rules and regulations varied
between matches, but one thing is
common the conditions of play depended
on the wager agreed between the teams.
For example In March 1700 the best of
five games was played on Clapham
Common 'for £10 a head each game and
£20 the odd one'.
1744 is the earliest recorded written laws
of cricket, thanks to the landlord of the
Bat and Ball Inn at Hambledon, a Mr
Richard Nyren.
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the opportunities that cricket provided for
gambling. Every important match in the
18th century, whether first-class or single
wicket was played for stakes. The early
newspapers recognised this and were
more interested in publishing the odds
than the match scores. Reports would
say who won the wager rather than who
won the match. Sometimes, gambling
would lead to disputes and two matches
ended up in court when rival interests
sought legal rulings on the terms of their
wagers.

The cricket bats were curled, like hockey
sticks to enable the ball to be swept away
and in the early games could be as wide
as the wicket itself.
The cricket ball was originally a leathern
orb weighing between 5 and 6 ounces.
Bowling was initially underarm, heaving
the ball along the ground, often bouncing
more than once, others tossed the ball,
some flipped the ball over their wrists to
make it move from off to leg.
Other developments included four ball
overs from each end, a ditch an inch wide
and inch deep marking the popping
crease, both umpires would carry a bat
and a run would only be completed when
the batsman touched the umpires bat
with his own and no boundaries existed
until around the 1870's.

On Monday, 1 September 1718, a game
on White Conduit Fields in Islington
between London and the Rochester
Punch Club was unfinished because
some of the Rochester players walked off
in an attempt to have the game declared
incomplete. This was so that they would
retain their stake money. London was
clearly winning at the time. The game
while incomplete became the subject of a
lawsuit where the terms of the wager
were at issue. The court ordered it to be
"played out" and this happened in July
1719. Rochester with 4 wickets standing
needed 30 more runs to win but lost by
21.

On the field you could generally wear
what you wanted as a player, but for a
gentleman, shirts with full sleeves, knee
breeches, stockings and buckled shoes
were the order of the day.
The number of players on each side
could be as many as 22, until 1884 when
it was agreed 11 or 12 each side was
more acceptable.

In 1724, Chingford v Edwin Stead's XI
ended early because the Chingford team
refused to play to a finish when Stead's
team had the advantage. A court case
followed and, as in 1718, it was ordered
to be played out, presumably so that all
wagers could be fulfilled. It is known that
Lord Chief Justice Pratt presided over the
case and ordered them to play it out on
Dartford Brent, though it is unclear if that
was the original venue. The game was
completed in 1726.

As cricket spread, teams took county
titles with players from the towns and
villages taking part. Thousands watched
some games each paying an admission
to watch. The first recorded inter-county
match took place in 1719 between Kent
and London near Bloomsbury. The first
recorded cricket tour was to Canada in
1859 followed by tours to Australia, South
Africa, West Indies, India and New
Zealand where cricket had been taken by
the Army and Royal Navy.

The introduction of articles of agreement,
agreed before matches by the
stakeholders, largely resolved any
problems between patrons and match
organisers. The concept was more
important in terms of defining the rules of
play and eventually these were codified
as the Laws of cricket.

The terms of the wager
The patrons ensured that cricket was
financed in the 18th century, but their
interest, equally applicable to horse
racing and prizefighting, was based on

2

The History of Leicestershire Cricket

The History of
Leicestershire Cricket
Cricket spread north during the early part
of the eighteenth century to become a
popular pastime. Early newspapers only
published results occasionally at that
time, but it is widely believed matches
were played in areas of the county where
fox-hunting took place such as Melton
Mowbray, Mountsorrel and Barrow-onSoar and often to co-incide with fox
hunting meetings which attracted
gentlemen from all over the country.

Festival weeks were common in the
eighteenth century at country estates in
Leicestershire such as Burley-on-the-Hill
and were often played for money,
sometimes as much as one thousand
guineas a side, that's about £1,000 in
today’s money.
The earliest reference to cricket in
Leicestershire dates back to 1744 and
concerned the Gentlemen Cricketers of
Barrow. Another published reference
dates back to 1776 where a match
between Mountsorrel and Barrow was
promoted. Saint Margaret's Pasture in
Leicester though was the main venue for

Cricket was also played by framework
knitters who were able to work hours to
suit themselves leaving afternoons free to
practice or play the game.
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away from them Coventry refused to play
and went home. Weeks later and after
the Cricket Society had intervened and
decided in Clarke's favour, the game was
resumed at the point Clarke hit the ball
twice with Leicester winning by 28
notches.

most important cricket matches up to
1825. It was also the venue for the first
county side match where Loughborough
beat Leicester by 50 notches.
Most early cricket played by a Leicester
team was against neighbours
Nottingham, the first match between the
two teams was at Loughborough in 1781,
unfortunately a dispute arose.

The first mention of women playing
cricket in Leicestershire was 1792 when
eleven girls of Rotherby beat eleven girls
of Hoby during Rotherby's feast week. An
impressive win as Rotherby only had ten
houses in the village against Hoby's sixty.
A big celebration took place and much
deserved.

'At the conclusion of the first day's play,
the Leicester Club went in to bat in
response to Nottingham's first innings 50
notches. The Nottingham Club began by
bowling what is called Sheffield Bowls at
the Leicester openers, these were wide
balls, at times a yard and a half wide of
the wickets, which were delivered with the
object of playing out time. In retaliation at
the start of day two, one of the Leicester
batsmen positioned his legs either side of
the stumps of his wicket and was given
out by the Nottingham umpire, the
Leicester umpire at square leg declared
him in. The match continued but was
eventually abandoned after the
Nottingham Club refused to bowl any
more to the youth who had been declared
out.'
It was years later that both teams
eventually met to play each other again.
Matches against Coventry were also
popular. One game in 1788 took 4 weeks
to conclude, played at Walcote near
Lutterworth, Leicester were about to lose
by an innings when a certain Mr Nedham
damned his own umpire, who being a
man of good reputation resigned as
umpire. A certain Mr Brown took his
place, he was not partial though and a
dispute soon arose.

A few records are kept of local games in
1801 such as a Leicester team beating a
Barrow team at Mountsorrel by an
innings. Whitwick beat Shepshed by an
innings at Croppas Plain in Charnwood
Forest.
Among local matches in 1802 were the
following:- Melton Mowbray beat a joint
team from Great Dalby, Thorpe Satchville
and Twyford. Leicester Juniors beat
Melton, Loughborough beat Syston and
Whitwick, Grimstone beat Asfordby,
Loughborough Juniors beat Mountsorrel
Juniors.

Leicester batsman Clarke defended the
ball, but as it rolled towards his stumps,
hit the ball a second time to avoid getting
out. After much dispute Clarke was
allowed to stay in, rescue Leicester's
innings and see his team take 4 quick
Coventry wickets, seeing the match slip
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The game became popular with
framework knitters who were able to work
hours to suit themselves which left
afternoons free to practice or play the
game. Most of these were in North
Leicestershire in such places as Hathern,
Long Whatton, Shepshed, Loughborough
and adjoining villages, but the south
around Hinckley, Lutterworth, Wigston
and Fleckney were also prominent for the
same reason.

Records of matches played in the
following years are very few, some
notable games included:- Barsby and
South Croxton beat Asfordby and
Grimstone at a spot in Kirby Bellars.
Rearsby and Queniborough beat
Asfordby. Leicester beat Barrow at Abbey
Meadow with an appearance from John
Earl who was born in Quorn and played
until he was sixty-three years of age,
forty-two seasons. The other match was
Seagrave v East Leake at Rempstone.

Spectators can be a problem. One such
game between Desford and Newbold
Vernon in 1820 was abandoned owing to
a free fight between the players. The
spectators made it worse by joining in.
The 56 gallon barrel of beer, free to all
did not help.

Two interesting dismissals are given in
games played by Shepshed in 1814, the
first v Hathern is 'put down his wicket'
which could mean hit wicket or even that
the batsman was run out before the ball
was bowled. The second against Thorpe
Acre is 'put the ball out' a reference to
playing on.

The first mention of a proper
Leicestershire side is recorded in 1825
when substantial funds were invested
into a ground in Wharf Street, Leicester
to make it possible for good class cricket.

1815 saw the first game at Rothley (see
the next chapter) between a Leicester
team against a Barrow team and played
at Rothley House.

At the time, it was thought the Wharf
Street ground was the best ground in the
country apart from Lords. The ground
was 10 acres in size encircled by a brick
wall and also contained a bowling green
and hosted many City outdoor events

It is worth noting at this point that
matches were played in open fields so
were easy to set up anywhere with space
to play, no flat wickets and rollers to even
the ground out.
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The game was then abandoned due to
lack of light. Not surprising really as the
match was played on November 24th.

such as: pony races, balloon ascents,
firework displays, public dinners and
promenade concerts. Unfortunately in
1860 the ground was sold to developers.

Rothley House came to the rescue of
cricket in the County during 1862. The
closure of the Wharf Street ground in the
City had a significant impact on the
playing of cricket for well over 10 years
with less and less major games taking
place, of those games proceeding
Rothley House together with Gopsall
Park, Coleorton and Bosworth Park were
the only venues used.

Who would be an umpire in Mountsorrel?
In 1833 a two-day match between Melton
and Mountsorrel caused some trouble,
the umpire, giving a local lad out unfairly
some thought, was threatened with a
ducking in the River Soar. Overnight
between innings the pitch was
mysteriously flooded. Mountsorrel
refused to play on and claimed the game.
Say no more!

1893 was a very cold year and in January
of that year Kibworth Cricket Club played
Saddington on a frozen Saddington
Reservoir. Saddington made 205, but
Kibworth could only make 95 without loss
before bad light stopped play and the
game was abandoned.

One particular cricket match played in
1855 between Thurcaston and Anstey
caused considerable excitement among
the players, as it promised a leg of
mutton supper afterwards. The superior
bowling and batting of the Thurcaston
team proved too much for their
opponents and after each side had
played one innings the score had
reached the dizzying heights of
Thurcaston 14 runs, Anstey 3 runs.

Gopsall Park near Appleby Magna in 1820 (now demolished)
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Cricket at Rothley,
The first years
Cricket has been played in Rothley for
200 years. The first recorded game was
between Leicester and Barrow-on-Soar
on the 18th and 19th September 1815 at
Rothley House (now the Millers
Steakhouse on Loughborough Road)
where Leicester won by five notches in a
low scoring game. Leicester scored 36
and 55 and Barrow 40 and 46.

The first recorded game by a Rothley
team took place in 1817 when twelve
players from the Leicester New Club very
easily beat fourteen players from Rothley
and Thurcaston by 179 to 46, Rothley
refused to take the second innings,
however it is recorded both teams had a
friendly dinner together afterwards.
Two well-known Rothley families are
believed to be the inspiration for this first
Rothley team. Matthew Babington and
Thomas Babington Macaulay. The game
was played at Rothley Park, owned by
the Babington family.
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The second recorded game was the 6th
June 1820, Rothley beat Thurcaston by
an innings and 22 notches. Betting at the
commencement was 5 to 2 on
Thurcaston, later that year Birstall beat
Rothley with an innings to spare.
Rothley House was chosen to host a
game between Leicester Town Clubs
against a Leicestershire County Clubs on
th
th
the Monday 17 and Tuesday 18 June
1822. The odds at the commencement of
the game were 7 to 4 on Leicester Town
Clubs, but after the first innings 2 to 1 and
even 5 to 1 at one point were offered,
Leicester Town having on Tuesday
morning got 55 notches ahead of their
opponents, won by an innings with 141
runs against the Counties 34 and 15
runs.
Thomas Babington

Records show an 11 of Sileby played a
13 of Belgrave at Rothley House on the
3rd August 1822.

Matthew Babington was the third son of
Thomas and Jean Babington's ten
children who all lived at Rothley Temple
(now Rothley Court Hotel). Thomas was
MP for Leicester in 1800, 1802, 1806,
1807 and 1812 and is famous for drafting
the anti-slavery treaty with William
Wilberforce at Rothley Temple itself.

1822 saw a special recorded game of
cricket at Rothley Temple itself, where on
nd
October 2 the Leicester Squadron beat
the Rest of the Regiment captained by

Matthew went on to play for the Leicester
County Club as well as being a Leicester
banker and magistrate for the County. His
one recorded County game was against
the Leicester Town Club on the 27th July
1822 scoring 1 and 0. He died aged 43.
Thomas Macaulay was born at Rothley
Temple 25th October 1800, his father
Zachary Macaulay had sent his wife to
stay in Rothley for the birth from their
home in Stepney, London and with his
sister Jean. Thomas was baptised
Thomas Babington Macaulay at Rothley
Parish Church. The family often revisited
Rothley which is when he played cricket.
st
Thomas is better known as The 1 Baron
Macaulay, MP for Leeds and Edinburgh,
former Secretary at war, renowned
historian and is thought to have
introduced the English language to India.

Thomas Macaulay
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Matthew Babington by an innings and
nine wickets. The local press recorded
'The weather was favourable and the
ground in excellent condition. The players
wore scarlet clothing and the circle was
graced with numbers of the fair sex. The
scene was particularly lively and
agreeable. The marquees were provided
with everything by way of refreshment
and as usual all parties were highly
delighted with the days diversion. This
noble game no doubt will be carried on
next season with great spirit.’

Not many records exist of matches
played in the county until the turn of the
century, however records do reveal that
most minor games of cricket were played
at Gopsall Park, Coleorton, Bosworth
Park and Rothley House, one of which
was a friendly game against a
Loughborough side in 1872.
Rothley were founding members of the
North Leicestershire Cricket League in
1897 with one league. Loughborough
Park, Hathern, Sutton Bonnington,
Quorn, Shepshed, Barrow, Mountsorrel,
Sileby and Kegworth made up the other
teams.

R. A. H. Mitchell is not a name many will
have heard of. Born at Enderby Hall in
1843 he was to become the greatest
Leicestershire-born amateur batsman of
all time making his debut for
Leicestershire at the age of seventeen
years of age. He played for Rothley
House and Desford Blues when he was
not playing for Eton, captaining Oxford
University or in the Gentlemen against
the Players team at Lords. He was a
powerful forcing batsman, bowled
medium pace round arm and excelled at
fielding throwing over a hundred yards
with ease. His portrait still hangs in the
famous Long Room at Lords.

The founding of the league brought a
change of ground for Rothley Park
Cricket Club from Rothley House to the
current Westfield Lane. No doubt
because of their new-found association
with the Templars and their stirring
deeds, a new shield was also designed,
whose four corners bear the initials of
Rothley Park Cricket Club.
The earliest record of a Rothley game
with a scorebook still in existence
belongs to Mountsorrel Castle Cricket
Club, in which a game of cricket was
played against a Rothley Team at
Rothley. Only the Rothley innings is
recorded with players such as: Waldram,
Archer, Steele brothers, Preston, Wells
brothers, Toon,
Nurse brothers
and Sibson.
Rothley scored
83 all out with
W. Preston top
scoring with 18
runs and M.
Billson of
Mountsorrel
taking 3 for
29.

R. A. H. Mitchell
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A leading player for Rothley at the turn of
the century was A. E. Wykes who was
captain and a founder-member of the
North Leicestershire League. He played
for thirty years playing his last game in
his fifties.

Team captain and H. Taylor the Second
Team captain. Headquarters interestingly
The Blue Bell Inn, Rothley.

1932
Rothley Temple Estates Limited officially
gave authority for cricket to be played on
the park in May 1932 for a sum of five
pounds a year. The agreement mentions
compensation to be paid for damage to
trees, fences and property by large
numbers of spectators at some games.
Relations could not have been strained
as The Temple Estates helped out by
fencing off the new structure and wicket
to keep the cattle away.

Other leading players included under-arm
bowler 'Leggy' Nurse and Joe Archer, a
spin bowler and Rothley Postmaster.
Nurse was a fast underhand leg-break
bowler who often put the ball up to his
eye before each delivery.
In the 1920's Don Marshall and Alan
Wilkes were prominent figures at the
club, both contributed hugely to the
purchase of a pavilion in
the early thirties costing
£48, a symbol of the
club's progress.

1930
Bob Preston kindly gave
the club memorabilia
including a fixture
booklet for 1930.
E. H. Broadhurst Esq
was The President.
Walter James The Club
Secretary and Treasurer.
A. H. Wilkes the First
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Reg Cratchley (Umpire). Ken Kinton. Cecil Lovett. Ken Welch. Walter Lole. Jack Wells (Umpire). Tommy Brunt.
Also Horea Swann. Herbert Vann. Bill Nurse. Fred Underwood. Les Tamms. Allan Wilkes. Phil Turvey (Scorer).

1934
th

Present at the October 19
committee meeting in The
Crown Inn, Rothley were:
W. Waldram, C. Waldram,
H. Vann, H. Charlton, W.
Lole, J. C. Roberts, J.
Wells and W. Wells. A
rather drastic action was
discussed about leaving
the League as the club
had just been relegated
from Division One to
Division Two, it was
decided to put the decision
to the wider club at the
AGM. A decision was also
made to fill holes with soil
and sow seeds rather than
laying new turf and to
creosote the pavilion.
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played the Xylophone. Unfortunately the
dinner made a loss of £5.2.3 and left the
club struggling financially.

1934 ended with a Whist Drive and Raffle
event at The Crown Inn in Rothley on
December 21st. Prizes included a brace
of Pheasants each for the first place
couple, a Cockerel each for the second
place pair and a Hare each for the third
pair. a rabbit for each lowest scorer, 25
cigarettes for the gents longest sitter and
Christmas Pudding for the ladies longest
sitter.

Rescue came in the form of purchasing
and selling diary calendars to recoup
losses leaving the club with a balance in
hand of £6.11.11.
The only change of officers for 1936 was
the appointment of Mr A. E. Buswell as
Chairman. Members subs though went
up to £6 and Mr J. Glover was appointed
to mow the square each week during the
season with Mr Eyles kindly lending the
club a roller for the square for the season.

1935
Discussions rumbled on again this year
about relegations in the league and
resulted in the club proposing to the
league for the two leading clubs in
Divisions 2, 3 and 4 be promoted to
Divisions 1, 2 and 3 respectively and
likewise with relegations.

Due to animals encroaching onto the
square when games were not played, it
was decided to erect barbed wire to posts
around the square.

Officers for 1935 were:
President:
E. H Broadhurst Esq
Secretary and Treasurer:
J. W Wells
1st Team Captain:
K. Kirton
2nd Team captain:
C. Waldram

Playing wise 1936 was a good season by
winning the first ever trophy, the Division
2 title and gaining promotion back to
Division 1. Played 18. Won 12. Lost 2.
Drawn 4. Walter Lole led the team which
also included Tommy Brunt's two sons,
Cecil and Eric for the first time. Tommy
retired this year at the age of 58 which
also included games with Ashby
Hastings, trials with Hampshire County
Cricket Club and also for Leicestershire
Club and Ground.

The balance sheet for the year showed a
balance in hand of £6.12.
Other news for 1935 included no playing
members on the committee. Reserve
team to play friendlies rather than join the
league. Not to enter the cup but have
some friendly mid-week evening matches
during June and July. Members subs
should remain at 5 shillings each and that
the bus fare for each game be kept the
same wherever they played.

Tommy was a revered figure and well
respected who once took a double hattrick. Walter Lole’s son Dickie left to join
Mountsorrel in this year.

1936

At the end of the season the league
trophy was displayed in a shop window in
the village then put on display in The
Crown Inn. Every player received a
miniature of the trophy.

This year the club held a dinner in
January at The Village Hall, the first for
many years, all the catering was
undertaken by players and members with
meat, potatoes, Yorkshire pudding,
brussels sprouts, rolls and bread followed
by trifle. The Vice-presidents table had a
bottle of whiskey and everyone else a
bottle of beer or minerals. Mr Hendall
provided the entertainment and Mr Leach

1937
The club started the year again with
another dinner accompanied by a violin
and piano recital by two of Mr Kirton's
friends, the event just broke even.
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including behaviour at the recent dinner.

After adding income from the diary
calendars the club had a balance of
£12.9.11.

The season started with a friendly game
against an Adam Brothers and Shardlow
XI in Birstall. Rothley unfortunately were
relegated to Division Two but won the
Aronsohn Cup. Each player received a
miniature of the cup (below).

At the Annual meeting in April attended
by 31 members it was agreed no new
member shall be signed on, unless he is
in some way connected with Rothley,
either resident or employed in the village.
The pavilion, being made of wood, could
also not be insured, so it was agreed to
start a reserve fund in case of
emergency.

1938
H. Hyman was appointed 1st team captain
for the season in place of K. Kirton.
Mr Kirton's resignation was a hot topic at
the time leading the club committee to
discuss what action if any to be taken
against Mr Kirton who apparently had a
bad attitude towards the club over a
considerable period of time,
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Some of the Rothley Park Cricket Club team 1938 including Eric Brunt, J. W. Wells, Reg Perkins, Vic Preston,
George Perkins, Albert and Bob Perkins. This could have been the Park team which played the Hyman team.

expressed displeasure at the spilled
chance.

A notable story has emerged of a private
and friendly personal battle at the final of
the Aronsohn Cup at Woodhouse
between Tommy Brunt of Rothley and
Don Marshall of Woodhouse. Tommy was
a hard disciplinarian, desperately keen to
do well, his son Eric tells the story about
Marshall, somewhat renowed as a big
hitter, had commented before the game
that if he could hit Tommy for four or six
off his first few deliveries, he would be set
for a good score.

Unfortunately, an incident occurred
during a game against Mountsorrel where
it is claimed Rothley were very unfairly
treated by the Mountsorrel umpire, and in
view of one decision it was decided a
complaint should be made to the league.
This was the first year Juniors (under
18s) had a subscription of their own £3
plus 3 pence per Saturday match played.
It was also decided to store the club kit at
the vicarage during the winter, the vicar
Rev Becher was a keen cricketer playing
occasionally for Rothley Park who
encouraged links between the church
and the cricket club which still exist today.

Eric remembers vividly fielding at coverpoint and seeing Marshall smash one of
his father's first deliveries towards him.
He also remembers dropping it and the
pain from a damaged shoulder as he fell
and his father's valuable and often
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G. Perkins topped the batting averages
with 83 runs from 11 innings an average
of 7.54.

Knighton
Cropston
Long Whatton
Shepshed
Ibstock Town
Barrow

T. Brunt Snr topped the bowling averages
with 145 overs, 17 maidens, 545 runs
against and 58 wickets an average of
9.39.

The year started with the club spreading
Marl over the ground and purchasing a
lighter roller for the wicket. Some
members attended a short course of
cricket at George Gearys School paid for
by the club (George Geary was the
greatest cricketer Leicestershire had
before David Gower).

L. Hutchinson topped the bowling
averages with 60 wickets for 225 runs an
average of 3.75.
A general meeting was held in the Village
hall on October 20th 1939. The chief
object of which was to decide what
should be done regarding the affairs of
the club during the war. The meeting was
well attended and presided over by Mr E.
H. Broadhurst and Mr J. Roberts. It was
agreed after discussion that the club
should adopt the league position as 'No
arrangements should be made for 1940
until the end of February of that year,
when it was hoped that it would be
possible to ascertain the state of affairs
thus prevailing'. It was also agreed that
where possible one team should be kept.

The club posted a profit of £15.7.4 and
agreed to purchase a new motor mower
for a cost of £12 and to start a pavilion
Fund for future repairs.
Officers for 1939 were:
President:
E. H Broadhurst Esq
Secretary and Treasurer:
J. W. Wells
st
1 Team Captain:
H. C. Hyman
2nd Team Captain:
C. Waldram

1940

Rothley won the Second Division of The
North Leicestershire League.
(H)
(A)
(A)
(H)
(A)
(H)
(A)
(A)
(H)
(A)
(H)
(H)
(A)
(H)
(A)
(H)
(A)

Lost
Lost
Won
Lost
Won
Won

E. Brunt topped the batting averages with
272 runs from 17 innings an average of
19.42.

1939

Fixtures 1939 were:
Barrow
Woodhouse Eaves
Stanton under Bardon
Bardon
Bagworth
West Leicester
Cropston
Long Whatton
Mountsorrel
Bardon
Stanton under Bardon
Woodhouse Eaves
Kirby Muxloe
Shepshed
Ibstock Town
Bagworth
Mountsorrel

(H)
(H)
(H)
(A)
(H)
(A)

This year started with the AGM where it
was agreed to only enter a team for the
North Leicestershire League and to give
whatever facilities possible to enable
members of the H. M. Forces use of the
ground and kit if required. It was also
agreed that all the clubs members in the
forces should be registered to play in the
league.

Won
Won
Won
Lost
Won
Won
Lost
Won
Won
Won
Won
Won
Cancelled
Abandoned
Abandoned
Won
Cancelled

1940 Squad was:
H. C. Hyman
L. Hutchinson
C. Waldron
F. House
G. Hyman
R. Perkins
J. S. Mansell
E. Wagstaff
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H. Mansfield
W. Callaway
R. Young
K. Chester
S. Roberts
A. Upton
T. Brunt Snr
E. Brunt
R. Patinson
W. Foster
G. Youth
K. Sharpe
J. Toone
G. Perkins
11 of the squad were members of the
armed forces and received funds from the
club taken from the refreshments of the
last season of five shillings each: A.
Perkins, T. Brunt, G. Perkins, Reg.
Perkins, J. Copson, R. Buckler, H. Nixon,
H. Mansfield, S. Roberts, H. Rodwell, F.
Antill.

Jim Hyman

and put up again after a match. The
outfield was a mixture of long grass and
patches of nettles with a large number of
cow pats which made fielding a messy
business.’

1945

1941

After the war, with their players all seven
years older, the club had to start from
scratch. Brothers George and Harry
Hyman formed the nucleus of a new XI
and a nephew Alf Copson, 2nd team
captain, lovingly tended the ground back
to its former glory. Alf Copson was to
remain club groundsman for twenty
years.

In view of the war, it was decided to play
league matches where possible,
otherwise arrange friendlies. Games were
frequently truncated because of air-raid
warnings and the much loved Rothley
Park pitch was eventually used as
meadowland.
My memories, by Jim Hyman

The league recommenced on a regional
basis and Rothley re-emerged slowly with
the help of newcomers Ken and Pete
Chester, all-rounders Steve and Derek
Ball and Secretary Ron Hardy, who later
emigrated to Canada.

'My earliest memories during the second
world war, included no cricket being
played on the Park. Some matches were
played at Mountsorrel. George Hyman
used to roll the ground with his tractor
and flat roller.

1946

After the war ended various activities
were organised to raise funds, these
were mainly Whist Drives. There was a
Victory Celebration on the Park, Eric
Brunt asked the Dagenham Girl Pipers to
not march on the actual pitch. A fence
was erected after that around the square
with Oak Posts and 5 strands of wire
which often took an hour to take down

Officers for 1946 were:
Chairman
Mr H. Vann
President:
E. H Broadhurst Esq
Secretary and Treasurer:
J. W. Wells
Secretary and Treasurer: G. H. Perkins
st
1 Team Captain:
L. S Hutchinson
st
1 Team Vice Captain:
H. C. Hyman
Friendly XI Captain
Mr C. Waldron
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At the AGM members stood for a few
moments to remember two players who
had lost their lives in the war. Mr Bernard
Fawcitt and Mr Norman Young. SubLieutenant Bernard Fawcitt R.N.V.R was
th
killed in action at Licata, Sicily on the 10
June 1943, his mother dedicated the
choir stalls in Rothley Parish Church in
his memory.
For this season Rothley Park were
placed in Division B. They did not get off
to a good start losing by 97 runs to Quorn
in the first game on May 4th (see
scorecard) Quorn made a spirited 125 for
6 off 37 overs, J. Copson
taking 3 for 26 off his 8
overs. In reply Rothley
were bowled out for 28,
J. Copson top scoring
with 7 runs before he
was caught. A. Darby
for Quorn took 6 for 17
runs off 7 overs.
The second game
against Cropston was
not much better, losing
by 140 runs. L.
Hutchinson took 7 for 48
off 14 overs for Rothley.

1940s

We then lost to Sileby with L. Hutchinson
taking 6 for 26 off 13 overs before
recording our first win against Barrow
Town thanks to a fine 31 not out from E.
Brunt and 6 for 15 from 8 overs for L.
Hutchinson.

hurt against a Leicester Wanderers XI.
E. Brunt topped the batting averages with
211 runs from 15 innings an average of
15. J. Holmes had the best bowling
average at 7.2 taking 31 wickets from 102
overs with 225 runs against.

The winning ways continued against
Syston with a resounding win. K. Skinner
hit 45 not out to give us 122 all out. In
reply Syston could only make 29 runs
thanks to J. Holmes taking 4 for 7 off 9
overs and L. Hutchinson 3 for 8 off 10
overs.

Rothley Park Cricket Club members 1947
L.S Hutchinson
J. Copson
F. Antill
G. Bawley
J. S. Ball junior
E. Brunt
C. N. Brunt
A. G. Copson
D. L. Copson
K. Chester
P. Chester junior
W. S. Driver
R. Emerson junior
J. W. Foster
J. E. Garner
G. W. Hyman
J. Holmes
S. Hoare
H. C. Hyman
N. C. Hyman junior
Derek Hyman junior
C. Waldram
R. Perkins

Other achievements during the season
included: A. Dobson taking 4 for 14 off
8.4 overs against Woodhouse. J. Holmes
taking 5 for 26 off 13 overs also against
Woodhouse. L. Hutchinson taking 6 for
23 off 15 overs against Ellistown at
Ellistown. In the return fixture J. Antill
scored 50 runs before being run out and
J. Holmes took 5 for 7 off 6 overs.
J. Copson had a fine innings of 55
supported by 34 runs from H. Hyman
against Quorn at home and J. Stanley
had a great debut for us against
Mountsorrel taking 7 for 12 off 9 overs to
skittle them out for 25 runs.

1947

David Hyman
R. W. Hardy
E. H. Kirkby
R. C. Lovett
P. W. Lovett junior
H. Mansfield
W. Mee
G. H. Perkins
T. Reid
R. Reid
S. Roche
K. J. Skinner
F. Sibson
R. Stokes
C. D. Taylor
H. E. Taylor
A. Upton
H. H. Vann
D. W. Waldram junior
G. A. Hutchins
C. W. Hancock
R. Ball junior
J. W. Wells

1948

Funds at the club had reached a highly
satisfactory £51 this year and it was
decided to enter two teams in The North
Leicestershire League for the season and
increase subs to ten shillings each plus
sixpence per match played.

Funds at the club stood at £46 this year
and the club had two new captains. Mr E.
Brunt for the first team in Division A and
Mr R. Hardy for the second team in
Division C.

A memorial plate was also produced and
fixed in the pavilion in memory of the two
players who lost their lives in the Second
World War, the vicar dedicated it.

K. Chester got the club off to a flying start
by taking 4 for 16 off 10 overs in the first
game against Westfields at Rothley. The
second game against Birstall was also
memorable with G. Baguley taking 4 for
16 off 8 overs and R. Lovett on his debut
topping the batting with 17 runs. 4
wickets in a game was becoming
common as K. Chester once again took 4
wickets in the next game against
Bagworth, taking 4 for 42 off 17.3 overs.

Two games of interest this season of
which Rothley won 7 out of 16. New ball
attack of R. Stokes and D. Asher reaped
havoc against Cropston away, Stokes
took 4 for 11 off 6.1 overs and Asher 6 for
3 off 6 overs and G. Baguley rounded the
season off with 31 runs before retiring
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E. Brunt took 4 for 34 off 14 overs against
Whatton where W. Driver scored 34 runs
in a 44 run partnership with R. Lovett
who scored 31 runs. E. Brunt also took 5
for 30 off 17.1 overs against Woodhouse
Eaves at Woodhouse with K. Chester
scoring a splendid 44 runs before being
LBW. In the next game at Ibstock
Baptists, E. Brunt top scored with 38 runs
and K. Chester took 5 for 40 off 14 overs.

More spectators were coming to watch
the games so the club purchased 12 exarmy folding forms at 10 shillings each
from Messrs Pinn Supplies Ltd of
Middlesex.
DIVISION A TEAMS 1949
Long Whatton.
Quorn.
Sileby.
Woodhouse Eaves.
Syston.
Birstall.
Cropston.
Bagworth.
Heather.
Rothley.

R. Stokes had a good game against
Westfields taking 4 for 18 off 7 overs and
the last game of the season against
Quorn recorded a stunning 8 for 29 off 16
overs from K. Chester.
A new tournament was started this year
involving a selection of village teams
against each other on Wednesday and
Thursday evenings in June and July. The
teams entered included: Rothley
Conservative Club. Rothley Liberal and
Working Mens Club. Rothley British
Legion. Rothley Plain, Rothley United
and Youth End.

E. Brunt had a fantastic season starting
the season taking 4 for 23 off 6 overs at
home against Sileby, unfortunately F.
Church for Sileby took 6 for 16 off 14
overs to deny Rothley a win.
E. Brunt also topped the bowling against
Syston at home taking 5 for 17 off 10
overs, joined by G. Baguley taking 4 for
22 off 10.2 overs. Brunts best bowling
figures came against Birstall taking 7 for
31 off 16.4 overs (see below), it was not
enough though to save Rothley who lost
by 21 runs.

1949
Club dinners had become a regular
occurrence for many years, this year it
was decided to change the prizes from
livestock to a range of more appropriate
items for the age. These consisted of:
50 Players Cigarettes.
Bottle of Port.
1 Dozen Eggs.
Wristed Watch.
The change of prizes realised a bigger
participation in prize draw tickets
resulting in a satisfactory profit of £29.

Other highlights included R. Simmonds
taking 4 for 28 off 10 overs at home to
Cropston. E. Brunt 33 not out and H.
Mansfield 32 runs in the home game
against Woodhouse, where K. Chester
took 6 for 22 off 8.4 overs.
R. Hardy and E. Brunt both scored 35
runs in the game at home to Westfields
CC where S. Ball took 4 for 26 runs off 12
overs.

Funds at the club stood at £53 this year
and Rothley first team played in the North
Leicestershire League Division A.
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S. Ball’s season went one better in the
next game at Syston where he took 7 for
21 off 12 overs, unfortunately Rothley lost
the game by 19 runs as B. Kirby of
Syston took 8 for 20 to skittle Rothley out.
Rothley bounced straight back in the next
game at home to Birstall where H.
Mansfield scored 74 before being caught,
S. Ball taking 5 for 12 off 10 overs and E.
Brunt 4 for 15 off 6 overs.

The season got off to a good start against
Woodhouse Eaves, winning by 28 runs,
E. Brunt top scored for Rothley with 40
runs, K. Chester topped the bowling with
4 wickets for 14 runs off 9.1 overs.
Ellistown were the visitors to Rothley for
the second game of the season and they
got thrashed, with K. Chester taking 4
wickets for 13 runs off 10 overs and H.
Pickering 6 wickets for 10 runs off 9.3
overs.

Batting honours for the first team went to
H. Mansfield with an average of 11.81
runs per innings, he also took the most
catches with 9. Bowling honours went to
E. Brunt with an average of 7.27 runs per
wicket. For the second team, D. Hyman
topped the batting with an average of
8.33 runs per innings and K. Kinch the
bowling with an average of 8.3 runs per
wicket.

st

It wasn't until July 1 against Quorn that
winning ways returned when Rothley won
by 133 runs, H. Mansfield with 50 runs
and R. Hardy with 38 runs were the
leading run scorers in a total of 159 for 8
wickets, in reply Quorn were bowled out
for 26 runs with K. Chester taking 8
wickets for 11 runs off 12.3 overs.

1950

Other scores of note for the season were
E. Brunt scoring 53 not out against
Ibstock Baptists and taking 5 wickets for
17 runs off Long Whatton. R. Stokes took
7 wickets for 25 runs off Ibstock Baptists
in the last game of the season.

The first team played in the first division
this year of the North Leicestershire
League which included two extra teams
in a newly formatted divisional structure.
Finances were
fairly healthy with
£50.14.9 on the
balance sheet and
it is recorded that
Mr and Mrs
Palfreyman
bought the first
sight screens for
the ground.
For the first team
E. Brunt was
Appointed captain
with H. Mansfield
vice-captain and
for the seconds
R. Perkins was
appointed captain
with S. Chester
Vice-captain.
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Batting honours for the first team went to
E. Brunt with an average of 16.42 runs
per innings. Bowling honours went to K.
Chester with an average of 8.23 runs per
wicket.

For the second team, D. Hyman topped
the batting with an average of 9.3 runs
per innings and R. Stokes the bowling
with an average of 7.55 runs per wicket.

THE KNIGHTS OF ROTHLEY Cricket Sketchbook
written and drawn by R.A.P taken from Illustrated
Leicester Chronicle August 19th 1950.
Round about the same spot where Knights Templar
besported themselves on horseback and Lord
Macaulay, Baron of Rothley, in all probability got
an idea for an essay, Eric Brunt, on Saturday
achieved the first hat-trick of his cricketing career.
And having thus fused three important historical
Associations into a fitting introduction, we can talk
of Rothley Park Cricket Club. Indeed, so strong
are the attachments to the past that it is going
to be difficult to separate cricket from History.
Is there a spectator with soul so dead who
could sit overlooked by famous Rothley
Temple, shut off from the outside world by
the massive oaks that
encircle the pitch and yet
remain unconscious of
what Macaulay called the
“brave days of the old?”
As you gaze at the batsman
at the far end the mind
flashes back. His leg-pads
change to jointed steel, and
his bat to a two-handed
sword. Suddenly he cleaves
the air and he rushes
towards you in clanking
armour for a snappy single.
It is a friendly joust that is in
progress and Rothley's
adversaries are a gallant band
of knights from Leicester of the
Westfields order. Zounds, but it looks at those things! But here
comes brave Eric, the captain, with his hat-trick and fortune
tilts in Rothley's favour. Then the lists finally close as the last
man is tempted into placing his armour before the wicket.
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1951

R. Buckler with 8 wickets for 15 runs off
12 overs against a Cropston 2nd XI.
R. Buckler with 6 wickets for 14 runs off
9.3 overs and R. Perkins with 4
wickets for 6 runs off 4 overs both
against Bagworth at Bagworth.
R. Buckler with 5 wickets for 16 runs off 7
nd
overs against Syston 2 XI at Rothley
Park.
nd
C. Waterfield 37 v Bardon 2 XI at
Bardon and 4 wickets for 7 runs off 10
overs against Lyndhurst at Rothley
Park.
R. Perkins took 6 wickets for 23 runs off
10 overs against a Bagworth 2nd XI at
Rothley Park.
P. Lovett 30 runs and R. Stokes 4 wickets
for 19 runs against a Cropston 2nd XI at
Cropston.
A. Waldram 5 wickets for 26 runs off 11
overs against Ibstock Baptists at
Ibstock followed a week later with 5
wickets for 6 runs off 10 overs against
nd
a Bardon 2 XI at Rothley Park.

The balance sheet stood at £62.3.9 this
year as the club had been saving up to
extend the club pavilion at some point in
the future. On the pitch H. Mansfield took
over the captaincy from E. Brunt after
many years for the first team. K. Chester
was appointed vice-captain. R. Perkins
was appointed captain of the second
team with R. Buckler vice-captain.
The first team were still in Division One
and the second team in Division Three
and during the week three competitions
were entered; The Sileby Ex-Servicemen
Cup. The Aronsohn Cup. The Christian
Cup.
Highlights for the first team included:
E. Brunt 32 v Woodhouse Eaves and K.
Chester 6 wickets for 7 runs off 6
overs at Rothley Park.
E. Brunt 51 v Mountsorrel Castle and 5
wickets for 25 runs off 16 overs
played at Rothley Park.
E. Brunt took 4 wickets for 23 runs off 11
overs against Ellistown at Ellistown.
R. Hardy 52 v Woodhouse Eaves at
Woodhouse.
E. Brunt 73 v Cropston and C. Brunt 4
wickets for 17 runs off 10 overs at
Rothley Park.
C. Brunt took 5 wickets for 37 runs off 10
overs against Bagworth at Bagworth.
C. Brunt took 6 wickets for 13 runs off 4
overs against Heather at Rothley
Park.
S. Ball with 4 wickets for 7 runs and C.
Brunt with 4 wickets for 20 runs
against Mountsorrel Castle at
Mountsorrel.
C. Brunt took 7 wickets for 27 runs off 14
overs against Ellistown at Rothley
Park.

Batting honours for the first team went to
E. Brunt. Bowling honours went to C.
Brunt. For the second team C. Waterfield
topped the batting and R. Perkins the
bowling.

1952
1st eleven captain was H. Mansfield with
vice-captain K. Chester and the 2nd
eleven captain was R. Perkins with vicecaptain S. Chester.
C. Brunt got the season off to a fine start
for the 1st team taking 5 wickets for 31
runs off 14 overs in the first game
Against Quorn, though Rothley lost by 46
runs. A great effort in the second game
against Mountsorrel Castle by E. Brunt
with 43 runs and G. Baguley with 34 runs
failed to get Rothley Park into winning
ways.

Highlights for the second team included:
Following another loss to Sileby the next
week, Rothley really did need to get back
to winning ways, and they did so in style
at Cropston scoring 72 all out with K.

P. Chester with 5 wickets for 15 runs off
12 overs against Barrow Town at
Rothley Park.
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Chester scoring 32 runs. We bowled
Cropston out for just 28 runs in 18.3
overs thanks to 6 wickets for 17 runs from
S. Ball and 3 wickets for 7 runs from C.
Brunt.

who had either left the area or died in the
case of Mr Broadhurst. Player wise R.
Stokes was appointed 2nd team captain.
R. Stokes also proposed that the
'Christian Cup' be presented annually to
the most improved cricketer of the
season.

S. Ball was really having a great season
with the ball taking a further 6 wickets for
26 runs from 20 overs against Heather in
the next game. E. Brunt found form again
with the bat scoring 37 in the next game
against Ellistown, and in a close next
match against Quorn which Rothley won
by 2 wickets, G. Baguley topped the
batting with 38 and C. Brunt the bowling
with 5 wickets for 23 runs from 13.3
overs.

The season got off to a good start with P.
Chester taking 6 wickets for 15 runs off 6
overs against Bardon. The second game,
the local derby against Cropston was
even better with Rothley scoring 166 for
6 thanks to 45 from E. Brunt and 44 from
K. Skinner. The other derby game
against Mountsorrel saw S. Ball taking 6
wickets for 15 runs off his 12.2 overs as
Rothley bowled them out for 35.

The final games of the season saw S.
Ball taking 5 wickets for 13 runs in a 10
run win over Bardon Hill, and a fine 37
not out from G. Baguley. C. Brunt took 4
wickets for 29 runs in a 5 wicket win over
Bagworth and in the last game we lost to
Heather by 9 runs, but saw the young J.
Esworthy making his mark with 34 runs
before being run out.

S. Ball continued his good form against
Sileby taking 4 wickets for 21 runs,
unfortunately Rothley lost by 74 runs.
K. Chester took 5 wickets for 12 runs off
10 overs against Bagworth at Bagworth
and P. Chester 4 wickets for 20 runs off
10 overs against Ellistown at Ellistown,
but the highlight of the season was
T. Brogden taking 7 wickets for 4 runs
off 10 overs as Rothley smashed
Ibstock Baptists by 98 runs, E. Brunt
contributed 49 runs in Rothleys' score of
113 all out.

For the seconds, highlights include: 47
runs for P. Lovett against Quorn 2nds.
5 wickets for 16 runs for R. Perkins
against Mountsorrel Castle 2nds. 40 runs
for A. Waldram against Sileby 2nds and
6 wickets for 17 runs against Ellistown
2nds. D. Hyman 64 runs against Quorn
Reserves and R. Stokes taking 5
wickets for 38 runs against Sileby 2nds
later in the season. The final game
against Ibstock was won by 6 wickets
with J. Ball taking 5 wickets for 16 runs
and C. Brunt 5 wickets for 20 runs as
Ibstock were skittled out for 41 runs.

T. Brogden continued his good form in
the next game taking 5 wickets for 5 runs
off 9 overs against Bardon in the 37 run
win and K. Chester took 5 wickets for 26
runs off 8 overs in the 5 wicket win
against Cropston.
Rothleys' batting had been poor up to the
game against Heather when E. Brunt
rectified things by scoring 46 in a total of
101 all out. The return game at
Mountsorrel we won yet again thanks to
6 wickets for 10 runs for K. Chester and 4
wickets for 1 run amazingly from K.
Skinner.

1953
After many years' service as Hon Sec
for the club, Mr R. Hardy stood down in
his positon due to work commitments to
be replaced with J. Copson. Financially
the club faced some challenges as
income had dropped considerably due to
lower donations from Vice-presidents

K. Chester was having a great season
taking 5 wickets for 9 runs off 7 overs to
defeat Quorn and in the final game of the
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season, A. Reid scored 32 not
out in an entertaining game
against Sileby which we lost by
5 wickets.
Highlights for the second team
Included:
J. Hyman took 5 wickets for 14
runs against Syston 2nds.
F. Deakin 5 wickets for 13 runs
against Mountsorrel Castle
2nds.
W. Holt 6 wickets for 37 runs
against Sileby 2nds.
R. Stokes 7 wickets for 30 runs
v Loughborough Messengers.
C. Waterfield 43 runs against
Eric Brunt presents the winning trophy to Rothley Park 2nds
Woodhouse Eaves 2nds.
captain Alf Copson for winning the 1954 Division 3
R. Stokes 6 wickets for 9 runs against
Ibstock Brick and Tile.
G. Baguley 43 runs against Mountsorrel
Castle 2nds at Rothley and 49 runs
against Sileby Town 2nds in the final
game of the season.
st

E. Brunt topped the 1 team batting
averages and K. Chester the 1st team
bowling averages with the first team
recording their highest position in the
league since joining. C. Waterfield topped
the 2nd team batting averages and R.
Stokes the 2nd team bowling averages,
unfortunately the second team was
relegated to Division 3, but as they had
played against mainly 1st teams from
other villages this was not such a body
blow. A Reid won the Christian Cup for
the most improved player.
rd

On the 23 July 1953 a Rothley & District
XI took part in a testimonial cricket match
for the Long Whatton born cricketer,
Gerry Lester. Lester was a right-handed
batsman used for many years by
Leicestershire as an opening batsman
and a right-arm leg-break and googly
bowler who amassed more than 300
rather expensive first-class wickets,
despite rarely being used as a front-line
bowler. Every single one of his 373 firstclass matches between 1937 and 1958
was played for Leicestershire.

25

1950s

The Rothley and District XI with the Leicestershire County Cricket Club team at the Gerry Lester Testimonial

1954

Following another 3 defeats, Rothley
eventually recorded a win against
Westfields by 6 wickets, S. Ball taking an
amazing 8 wickets for 15 runs off 9 overs.
In the return fixture against Ellistown, C.
Brunt took 7 wickets for 20 runs off 12
overs for Rothley to win by 8 wickets.

Thanks to various fund raising events the
club recorded a healthy balance sheet of
£45.39.3 this year, on top of that the
pavilion fund had grown considerably
enabling the club to do some repairs
during the season, at a total of £54.10.
H. Mansfield was the first team captain
with K. Skinner vice-captain. For the
second team A. G. Copson was
appointed captain with R. W. Hardy
vice-captain.

K. Skinner took 9 wickets for 26 runs in
the game against Heather with H.
Mansfield scoring 36 runs in Rothley’s 12
run win. In the last few games of the
season A. Waldram took 5 wickets for 15
runs against Birstall. H. Vann 32 runs
against Syston Town. R. Williams 5
wickets for 23 runs against Woodhouse.
K. Chester 55 runs against Mountsorrel
and in the final game of the season, the
Garner Cup Final against Brevitts, O.
Vann scored 65 not out and R. Stokes 5
wickets for 12 runs to help Rothley win
the cup.

For the first team, the season got off to a
good start with a 2 wicket win over
Cropston at home, S. Ball took 4 wickets
for 19 runs and C. Brunt 4 wickets for 8
runs off 7 overs. S. Ball went one better in
the next game against Heather by taking
7 wickets for 16 runs as Rothley won by
21 runs, H. Mansfield topped the batting
with 32 runs before being bowled.

E. Brunt topped the batting averages and
S. Ball the bowling averages.

We lost the next 3 matches, before
winning again against Quorn by 1 wicket,
E. Brunt topped the batting with 52 not
out and K. Chester took 5 wickets for 17
runs. S. Ball took 5 wickets for 14 runs in
the next game against Bagworth,
unfortunately we lost by 3 wickets.

The second team won Division 3 some of
the highlights include:
Batting: 48 runs for A. Copson v Heather
Town at home and 44 not out v
Heather Town away.
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1955

R. Hardy 50 runs v Woodhouse.
H. O. Vann 51 runs v Mountsorrel.
R. Stokes 40 runs v Barrow RPC.

K. Skinner was appointed 1st team
captain for the season with R. Hardy
vice-captain, For the 2nd team A. Copson
again captained with S. Chester vicecaptain.

Bowling: R. Stokes took 6 wickets for 18
runs v Woodhouse, 6 wickets for 10
runs v Cropston, 5 wickets for 7 runs v
Sandiacre.
W. Holt 6 wickets for 15 runs v Ellistown.
D. Perkins 5 wickets for 9 runs v
Sandiacre.
A. Waldram took 5 wickets for 1 run v
Ellistown and 5 wickets for 2 runs v
Rest of the League XI.

An outstanding bowling performance
st
could not stop the 1 team losing the first
game of the season, having been bowled
out for 46 runs Rothley bowlers attacked
Ellistown and just failed to win by 1 wicket
thanks to 4 wickets for 14 runs from R.
Stokes, 4 wickets for 18 runs from Mr K.
Skinner and 12 overs, 1 wicket for 10
runs from C. Brunt.

A. Copson topped the batting averages
and R. Stokes the bowling averages.

Winning ways returned against Cropston
at Rothley thanks to 63 not out from E.
Brunt. F. Deacon scored 33 runs and S.
Ball took 5 wickets for 24 runs in the
drawn match against Mountsorrel Castle,
but the following 6 matches were all
defeats even with 3 newcomers brought
into the team, M. Bradshaw, L. Bulmar
and E. Bennett. There was some solid
batting and effective bowling such as: 5
wickets for 25 runs for F. Deacon and 39
runs for H. Mansfield both against Long
Whatton.

Mr A. Copson also topped the catching
prize and Mr K. Perkins the Christian Cup
for most promising cricketer.
Some of the Rothley side played with
players from a Sileby team against a
Leicester City Football Club and
Leicestershire County Cricket Club XI for
Maurice Tompkins benefit match. Maurice
died two years later aged 37 from cancer
having played football for Leicester and
cricket for Leicestershire.

The win of the season, well one of only 3
wins, was against Ellistown at Ellistown
where Rothley amassed 194 for 4 thanks
to D. Ball with 94 runs and H. Mansfield
with 52 runs. We also bowled Ellistown
out for 62 runs to give us another win
thanks to C. Brunt taking 4 wickets for 32
runs.
Other highlights of the season included:
R. Stokes taking 5 wickets for 43
runs against Heather at Rothley.
C. Brunt taking 6 wickets for 73 runs
against Heather at Heather.
D. Ball 41 runs and Mr K. Skinner 6
wickets for 15 runs against Quorn.
K. Skinner 5 wickets for 38 runs
against Mountsorrel at Mountsorrel.
C. Brunt 5 wickets for 15 runs
against Desford.
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D. Ball topped the batting averages for
the first team with R. Stokes taking the
bowling award. For the second team
A. Upton topped the batting and
G. Baguley the bowling.

For the second team K. Perkins got the
season off to a good start with 5 wickets
for 4 runs with a win against Charnwood.
P. Chester took 5 wickets for 3 runs in the
close win against Sileby Reserves and D.
Waldram took 5 wickets for 33 runs when
we lost to Quorn Reserves.

The club decided to play the opposite
way across the playing area for the next
few seasons.

Other highlights from the season
included:
G. Baguley scoring 79 runs against
Woodhouse seconds.
S. Chester taking 7 wickets for 19 runs
against Syston seconds.
R. Williams 5 wickets for 16 runs
against Quorn seconds.
L. Henson 5 wickets for 20 runs against
Birstall.
D. Perkins 6 wickets for 9 runs against
Loughborough Carillion and 5 wickets
for 25 runs against Heather.
L. Henson 5 wickets for 8 runs and D.
Perkins 5 wickets for 7 runs both
against Cropston seconds.

1956
A record balance financially was recorded
this year with over £77 of which £35 was
transferred into the pavilion fund for
ongoing maintenance work. Officers for
the year included Mr G.C.G Gee Esq as
President. Mr H. Vann Esq as Chairman.
Mr G. Bennett Esq as Hon. Secretary. Mr
R. Williams Esq as Hon. Treasurer.
1st team captain was K. Skinner and
F. Deacon vice-captain.
2nd team captain was A. G. Copson and
A. Upton vice-captain.
The recently formed Rothley British
Legion Cricket Club shared the ground
with the club this season, but only played
4 matches.

The season ended with an extraordinary
meeting to discuss the renovation of the
playing area, to which the cost was in the
region of £90 to £100 of which the club
did not have all the funds. £33 was in the
general funds and a further £40 was
expected to come in before the end of the
year. It was decided to open a
subscription list and to ask vicepresidents for extra money. In the end the
cost was £35 for re-turfing.

Moles and mice were a problem this year
for some reason, with exterminators
brought in to get rid of the moles on and
around the playing area and the mice
which were wreaking havoc with a certain
amount of kit.
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Rothley Park Cricket Club pavilion 1955

The first mention of a junior league was
made this year when a group of players
from Rothley were invited to a meeting at
The George Hotel in Loughborough to
discuss forming a league and make
recommendations.

and were founding members of the
Loughborough and District Junior Cricket
Association. Our Christian Cup was used
for the knockout competition. Some of the
players included:
P. Benford. R. Kinton. D. Lole. J. Harris.
J. Ball. A. Beaumont. R. Garner. D.
Perkins. Dimblebee. J. Simmons. D.
Toone. M. Copson. D. Welch. C. Levick.
D. North.

E. Brunt won the batting averages for the
season for the first team and K. Skinner
the bowling. For the second team
R. Stokes won the batting award and
D. Perkins the bowling.

D. Lole was the outstanding player of the
year and fully deserved his call up to play
in the senior team this year albeit in the
seconds. His highlights for the juniors
included 5 wickets for 30 runs off 8 overs
against Sileby, 4 wickets for 18 runs off 9
overs against Woodhouse Eaves and 6
wickets for 19 runs off 7 overs against
Mountsorrel.

1957
Petrol rationing was introduced this year
in England which had implications for
travelling to and from away games, the
club ended up sharing a privately hired
bus with Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club
as both teams were playing away in the
same area on three occasions. Games
also started at 2.45pm.

J. Harris was also a useful bowler taking
5 wickets for 14 runs off 8 overs against
Quorn.

This year was the first year that the club
played competitively with a junior team

The first team got off to a resounding 107
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run win in the first home
fixture of the season against
Heather Sparkenhoe with K.
Chester notching up 47 runs,
ably supported by K. Skinner
with 35 in Rothley's total of
170 for 9 wickets. K. Skinner
took 3 wickets for 18 runs in
his 10.1 overs.
K. Skinner also topped the
runs in the next game
against Quorn with 36 runs
in our 51 run win. S. Ball
took 4 wickets for 9 runs in
his 12 overs.
The winning streak
continued in the next game
against Sileby where Rothley
bowled them out for a paltry
21 runs thanks to S. Ball with
4 wickets for 11 runs and C.
Brunt 3 wickets for 8 runs.
Cropston proved a more
difficult opponent in the next
game, however Rothley still
won by 70 runs thanks to 52
runs from E. Brunt and 3
wickets for 18 runs from
R. Stokes. K. Skinner took 6 wickets for
43 runs to bowl Desford out for 130 in the
June fixture at Desford which we lost by
40 runs.

Sileby at Sileby. R. Stokes 4 wickets for
11 runs off 7 overs against Cropston at
Rothley. B. Perkins 36 runs against
Westfield at Westfield. S. Ball 8 wickets

Winning ways returned
against Ellistown where D.
Ball scored 64 runs in
Rothley's total of 136 all out.
Ellistown were skittled out for
71 runs thanks to 5 wickets
for 27 runs from C. Brunt and
4 wickets for 27 runs from S.
Ball.
Other highlights in the
season included: C. Brunt
with 4 wickets for 23 runs off
12 overs against Quorn at
Quorn and 6 wickets for 23
runs off 20 overs against
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for 10 runs off 7.3 overs against Long
Whatton at Rothley and finally 58 not out
from J. Esworthy against Brush Blades in
the cup.
For the seconds, O. Vann scored 55 not
out against Brevitt Cricket Club.

1958
st

K. J. Skinner captained the 1 team this
season with K. Chester supporting him as
vice-captain. For the seconds R. Stokes
took the captaincy with A. Copson vicecaptain. The movement of the square
from west to east to south to north was
continued after working well the previous
season, however one game was played
west to east, the players being
reprimanded.
Highlights for the first team included:
D. Ball 35 runs versus Bardon Hill at
Rothley.
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E. Brunt 63 not out versus Mountsorrel
Castle at Mountsorrel.
C. Brunt 5 for 29 and S. Ball 4 for 17
both against Long Whatton at Rothley.
P. Chester 36 runs and 7 wickets for 31
runs both versus Quorn at Quorn.
S. Ball 5 wickets for 8 runs and K.
Skinner 5 for 33 both against
Woodhouse at Woodhouse.
D. Ball 36 runs versus Ellistown at
Rothley.
S. Ball 39 runs versus Desford Colliery
at Desford.
P. Chester 7 for 23 versus Mountsorrel
Castle at Rothley.
K. Skinner 52 runs and K. Chester 36
runs both versus Quorn at Rothley.
S. Ball 5 for 24 and R. Stokes 4 for 45
both against Sileby at Sileby.
P. Chester 4 for 20 versus Woodhouse
Eaves at Rothley and 5 for 23 versus
Heather at Heather where D. Ball
scored 30 runs.

For the juniors P. Benford 4 for 23 against
Sileby Colts. D. Lole 30 not out with the
bat and 6 wickets for 28 runs with the ball
versus College Continuative Colts Club
who played at Radmoor. D. Toone took 5
wickets for 14 runs against Quorn under
21s. In the return game at Sileby, Sileby
were bowled out for 11 runs with D. Lole
taking 6 wickets for 2 runs in his 4.1
overs.
At the end of the season the complete
square was re-turfed and awards for the
season given.

1959
This year saw the introduction of paying
rates on the pavilion and ground for the
sum of £15. Mr Williams the club
treasurer successfully managed to get
some relief, we ended up paying £3.1s
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for 2 years. The clubs balance sheet was
a healthy £55.8.7.
K. Chester took on the role as 1st team
captain this year helped by vice-captain
S. Ball. For the 2nd team R. Stokes was
captain and A. Copson vice-captain.
This season was the best ever to date
with Rothley coming second in Division 1
to Heather, it was recorded by E. Brunt to
have been a fascinating season right up
to the final match.
For the juniors D. Lole had an
outstanding year. In the first match of the
season against College Colts he scored
73 not out with 2 six's and 11 four's.
In the game of the season at Sileby,
R. Clarke hit 31 runs and B. Lemmon
32 runs as they featured in a second
wicket partnership of 72 runs, R. Adcock
also contributing with 3 wickets for 13
runs to help Rothley win by 29 runs.
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Off the pitch, discussions and views on
extending the pavilion took up many
hours, the basis for the discussions
revolved around having a tea room
added to the front adding 12 yards.
J. Copson was tasked with asking
permission from the landlord Mr Kilby
and from Temple Estates (approved
within one month). P. Chester was tasked
with drawing up plans and R. Stokes the
task of getting water to the pavilion with
Mr Foster.

1960

st

The 1 team finished joint
third in Division One thanks
to an outstanding season by
D. Lole who topped the
batting and bowling averages
having come through the
juniors. His bowling figures
being 176 overs, 45 maidens,
338 runs and 51 wickets at
an average of 6.62.
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voted against it and the club
annual dinner this year was held
at the Bulls Head in Quorn.

David Lole was
top of the
Division One
bowling and
batting averages.
The 2nd team had a fair season but
struggled to get a team together
nd
often. R. Stokes topped the 2
Eleven batting averages and K.
Hyman the bowling averages.
The George Hyman catching prize
went to P. Chester.

1961

st

The year of the
new pavilion and
thanks to Bob Perkins and his
helpers it was ready for the new
season. £195 was the cost of the
new pavilion, paid for with £50 for
the old pavilion when it was sold,
and a generous donation of £50
from club President G.C.G. Gee
Esq. Other members gave £5
And £10.

Batting highlights for the 1 team
included scores of 34 runs for E.
Brunt against Mountsorrel. K.
Skinner 31 not out against
Loughborough Morris Sports.
E. Brunt 45 against Quorn.
D. Lole 67 against Ibstock.
E. Brunt 38 against Bardon.
D. Ball 38 against Sileby.
D. Lole 37 against Mountsorrel
and D. Ball 38 against Barrow.

The removal and erection of the new
pavilion was undertaken by Simmons
Bros. Simmons Bros also built a small
brick outbuilding for the toilets. A dispute
arose though on the final bill from
Simmons Bros of £530 which caused

On a sad note Mr Herman Clarke
passed away and it was noted he was
sadly missed.
The first mention of Sunday cricket
was raised by the league. Rothley
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wickets for 2 runs of 6 overs in the first
win of the season by 17 runs.

many hours of heated discussions,
solicitors and an eventual settlement
agreement 3 years later.

The next home game of the season
against rivals Sileby, which we lost by 8
runs saw P. Chester taking 4 wickets for
15 runs and young D. Lole scoring 35
lively runs before being caught. D. Lole
took an amazing 7 wickets for 16 runs off
11.1 overs in a thrilling win by 74 runs
against Bardon at Bardon where D. Ball
hit 32 runs. Lole followed that with 5
wickets for 31 runs against Barrow Town
at home.

A new scoreboard was purchased in time
for the 1961 season with thanks to a
donation from Mr A. Copson and the new
pavilion interior given a grey and yellow
painted appearance.
To help with all the funding of the clubs
development a grant from the National
Playing Fields Association of £225 was
received, but not before an extension of
the tenancy to the ground was achieved
from Rothley Temple Estates, eventually
th
signed on the 25 March 1962 with a sum
payable of £20 a year in quarterly
payments for 10 years.

Other highlights of
the season
included:
S. Ball with 4
wickets for 21
runs against
Quorn at home.
D. Lole 48 runs
against
Mountsorrel at
Mountsorrel.
C. N. Brunt 5
wickets for 49
runs against
Woodhouse at
home and 4
wickets for 22 Runs against Heather.

The first team were once again playing in
Division One of the North Leicestershire
Cricket League and hoping for another
successful season. C. N. Brunt took 4
wickets for 13 runs in the first game
against Quorn at Quorn, but could not
stop Rothley losing by 50 runs.
C. N. Brunt continued his positive bowling
in the next game against Woodhouse
Eaves at Woodhouse taking 5 wickets for
20 runs and joined by P. Chester with 5
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E. Brunt with 40 runs and D. Ball with
32 runs both against Ibstock at Ibstock.
K. Perkins 5 wickets for 21 runs and P.
Chester 4 wickets for 36 runs both
against Metal Box at home where D.
North struck a useful 30 before being
bowled.

E. Brunt hit 65 runs against
Loughborough Phoenix at home with
C.Brunt taking 4 wickets for 16 runs.
K. Skinner hit 49 runs and K. Perkins 5
wickets for 10 runs off Bardon at home.
C. N. Brunt took 6 wickets for 10 runs
off 11 overs against Barrow at Barrow.
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For the second team playing in Division
4, not a good season, but some of the
highlights included:
K. Perkins 6 wickets for 9 runs off 9
overs against Ibstock at home.
A. Reid 73 not out against Loughborough
Brush Blades at Loughborough.
A. Waldram 6 wickets for 10 runs off 17
overs against W. Moss & Sons at
home.
C. Levick 40 runs against Loughborough
Carillion.
K. Perkins 7 wickets for 17 runs off 6
overs against Kegworth at Kegworth.
L. Porter 7 wickets for 15 runs off 8
overs against Barrow at home.
For the juniors, A. Nurse made some
decent contributions during the season
including a fine 31 runs against
Woodhouse Eaves. B. Harrison also had
a good season including a knock of 34
runs against Loughborough College
Continuative Club.
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1962
Facilities wise, this was the year of the
water. The Rutland Drainage Company
dug trenches and laid water pipes from
the road to the pavilion and from the
pavilion to the square and all for £86.18.6
but before it could be completed
permission had to be granted from the
new tenant Mr W. Cooper.
Captain of the first team was C. N. Brunt
with vice-captain K. J. Skinner. Captain of
the second team was D. Waldram with
vice-captain K. Perkins. Junior manager
and captain J. Ball.
P. Salisbury was the hero for the first
team at the start of the season scoring 45
not out against Mountsorrel Castle at
home (the team he previously played for),
S. Ball also took 5 wickets for 14 runs
and C. N. Brunt with 4 wickets for 11 runs
contributing to the 78 run win.
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P. Salisbury again came up trumps in the
local derby against Sileby at Sileby
scoring 49 not out, unfortunately the
game was drawn. S. Ball took 5 wickets
for 16 runs against Cropston at home in a
25 run win in the next game.
E. Brunt was not to be left out of the
seasons achievements scoring 46
against Heather at Heather, S. Salisbury
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took 4 wickets for 15 runs also in the
game which we won by 10 runs. In the
away game at Quorn which Rothley lost,
P. Salisbury scored 43 runs. D. Lole was
having a quiet season till the Ibstock
match at home when he took 5 wickets
for 23 runs in a drawn game.
Talking of drawn games, in the away
fixture against Mountsorrel Castle
R. Stokes scored 44 runs and in the
Cropston away game, which we lost by
5 runs, P. Chester took 5 wickets for 16
runs.
Other highlights in the remainder of the
season included. P. Salisbury scoring 34
against Quorn at home where C. Brunt
took 5 wickets for 12 runs.
Highlights for the second team included:
K. Perkins 4 wickets for 17 runs and K.
Hyman 4 wickets for 16 runs against
Bardon Hill at Bardon.
K. Hyman 5 wickets for 12 runs against
Barrow seconds at Rothley.
R. Stokes 32 runs against Brush Blades
at Loughborough where K. Perkins
took 8 wickets for 40 runs.
R. Stokes 56 runs against Loughborough
Carillion at Loughborough where K.
Perkins took 4 wickets for 10 runs.
K. Cuer took 5 wickets for 24 runs and
H. Mansfield scored 41 not out against
Barrow at Barrow.
H. Mansfield scored 35 runs against
Loughborough Carillion at Rothley.
For the juniors this year highlights
included: P. Simmons striking 36 against
Sileby. D. Lole took 5 wickets for 13 runs
and J. Ball 4 wickets for 8 runs both
against Quorn. P. Smith with 30 not out
versus Loughborough Carillion Colts. B.
Harrison 4 wickets for 16 runs against
Woodhouse Eaves Colts. D. Lole again
with 35 runs against Sileby.

1963
It was recorded in the club minutes to
reject any request for membership by Mr
B. W. Clarke, no other reasons were
given for this. The Captain of the first
team was announced as S. Ball with
vice-captain R. A. Stokes. For the
second team D. North took the captaincy
with D. Waldram vice-captain.

The club bade a sad farewell to Mr R. W.
Hardy who was leaving the club and
village to move to Canada.
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The Woodhouse game was outstanding
for Rothley on the 1st June, batting first
we scored 192 for 4 in 124 minutes with a
137 run partnership between P. Salisbury
who scored 87 not out and A. Waldram
48 not out, Woodhouse were bowled out
for 62 runs off 34.1 overs with C. Brunt
taking 6 wickets for 14 runs off 10 overs.
The game at Heather saw E. Brunt hit 52
runs before falling LBW which we lost by
6 wickets. The next game was also a loss
for Rothley Park even though P. Salisbury
scored a lively 57 runs supported by E.
Brunt with 40 runs. Winning ways
returned though against Desford at
Desford where E. Brunt scored 35 runs
and S. Ball took 4 wickets for 26 runs.

Peter Salisbury

The first team started the season with a
win against Cropston by 2 wickets with P.
Chester taking 5 wickets for 24 runs off
14 overs and followed that by drawing
against rivals Sileby with D. Ball scoring
30 runs with the bat.

44

1960s

End of season dinner at the Lodge Hotel in Barrow with players, wives and supporters

Heather at home and 45 not out
against Desford at home.
C. Brunt 4 wickets for 21 runs against
Desford at home and 4 wickets for 36
runs against Birstall at Birstall.

Other highlights include:
D. Lole taking 4 wickets for 27 runs
against Birstall at home and 4 wickets
for 45 runs against Sileby at Sileby.
P. Salisbury taking 4 wickets for 27 runs
against Cropston at Cropston.
P. Salisbury 33 runs against Quorn at
home, 70 runs against Sileby at Sileby
and 30 runs against Bardon at Bardon.
K. Cuer 48 not out and P. Salisbury 34
runs against Ibstock at home.
S. Ball 4 wickets for 15 runs against

For the second team highlights included:
P. Chester with 6 wickets for 17 runs off
12 overs where R. Perkins scored 46
runs against Loughborough Carillion.
P. Chester also took 7 wickets for 34
runs off 13 overs v Loughborough
Brush where D. North scored 35 runs.
S. Rowe took 5 wickets for 86 runs off
21.2 overs against Loughborough
Brush in the return game.
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R. Perkins scored 47 not out against
Barrow at home with S. Rowe taking 4
wickets 42 runs.

1964
L. Esworthy was elected captain for the
first team this season with R. A. Stokes
vice. For the second team D. North took
on the mantle of captain, ably supported
by J. Copson. Before the season could
start an electric fence was installed
around the square and the pavilion given
a very good exterior painting of which F.
Sleaths completed.
The first team were once again playing in
Division One and started the season with
a game against Birstall at Rothley with
C Brunt taking 4 wickets for 21 runs
which we just won.
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A. Waldram took 4 wickets for 29 runs in
the next game against Bardon which
unfortunately we lost by 10 runs. Back to
winning ways in the next game against
Ibstock at Rothley with a win by 2 runs
thanks to 5 wickets a piece from C. Brunt
and A. Waldram. D. Lole came back into
the side for the game against Mountsorrel
Castle taking 6 wickets for 17 runs in a
thrilling 5 wicket win.

Birstall at Birstall but unfortunately we
lost by 5 wickets. K. Skinner hit 32 runs
against Bardon at home which we won

The Heather game was R. Footitt's
cricket highlight, achieving an awesome
72 runs before being run out, we went on
to get 154 for 8 and win by 2 wickets.
Following a three game run of losses,
Rothley came bouncing back against
Barrow at home winning by 4 wickets
thanks to 4 wickets for 18 runs by D. Lole
and 32 runs with the bat from R. Footitt.
P.Salisbury had a cracking game against
Quorn at home taking 5 wickets for 20
runs as Rothley won by 4 wickets.
E. Brunt hit 56 runs off the bat against
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2nd team batting award went to A. Copson
and the bowling award to K. Perkins.

this time by 70 runs. The game against
Ibstock was something else, winning by 7
runs thanks to 40 runs from D. North and
33 not out from D. Lole, the game also
saw C. Brunt take 6 wickets for 25 runs
and P. Salisbury 5 wickets for 57 runs.
Finally at the end of the season A.
Waldram took 7 wickets for 20 runs
against Blaby.

On Sundays we also had some notable
achievements against less competitive
sides:
R. Williams taking 6 wickets for 20 runs
against a Cropston XI.
C. Brunt 5 wickets for 14 runs against a
Phoenix XI.
H. Hyman 5 wickets for 31 runs against
a Weston Cricket Club XI.
E. Brunt 46 not out against Wigston
Cricket Club.
R. Williams 5 wickets for 43 runs
against Barrow Town XI.
H. Mansfield 46 runs against Weston
Cricket Club.
E. Brunt 45 runs against Barrow RDC
Club.
K. Perkins 7 wickets for 20 runs against
Hathern Old Boys XI.

st

1 team batting award went to R. Footitt
and bowling award to P. Salisbury.
E. Brunt topping the batting averages
with 16 inns, 1 not out, 183 runs, a
highest score of 56 and an average of
12.20.
C. Brunt topped the bowling averages
with 174.2 overs, 52 maidens, 353 runs
against, 31 wickets, an average of 11.39.
The second team, this year in Division
Four had a number of notable individual
achievements:

1965

Mr R. Williams taking 6 wickets for 14
runs against Birstall British Legion
Reserves.
J. Hyman 5 wickets for 30 runs against
Woodhouse Eaves Reserves.
K. Cuer 7 wickets for 9 runs against
East Leicester Catholics.
K. Skinner 67 runs against Barrow with
S. Rowe taking 4 wickets for 10 runs.
R. Perkins 52 not out against Ibstock
Welfare Reserves.
K. Perkins 5 wickets for 31 runs against
Birstall Reserves.
S. Reid 35 not out versus Woodhouse
Eaves.
J. Rowe 4 wickets for 14 runs against
East Leicester Catholics.
K. Perkins 5 wickets for 30 runs against
Loughborough Brush Blades second
eleven where D. North scored 40 runs
and J. Reid scored 39 runs.
A. Copson 44 not out against Barrow
Reserves and finally in the game
against Coalville at the end of the
season L. Harris took 4 wickets for 24
runs joined at the wicket by K Kinch
on his debut taking 6 wickets for 29
runs.

It was a disappointing season for both the
1st and 2nd teams who were relegated to
nd
th
the 2 and 5 divisions of The North
Leicestershire Cricket League.
E. Brunt and K. Skinner were
congratulated on their batting
performances and it was hoped that more
members would acquire their
determination and spirit.
For the first team E. Brunt won the batting
trophy and C.N. Brunt the bowling trophy.
For the second team P. Hubbard won the
batting trophy and R. Wells the bowling
trophy. The catching prize was won by L.
Elsworthy. For the juniors C. Harris won
batting and R. Kendall the bowling.
Some of the highlights across all teams
included:
K. Skinner with 47 runs against
Brush Blades at Brush in a drawn
match.
P. Hubbard with 36 runs against Brush
Blades this time at Rothley Park which
we lost by 3 wickets.
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R. Williams also took 4 wickets for 36
runs in that game.
M. Bradshaw had a cracking game
against Mountsorrel away taking 5
wickets for 26 runs and then scoring
32 runs himself going in at number 10,
unfortunately we lost by 9 runs.
J. Copson scored 37 runs against a
Rolls Royce Mountsorrel team
followed the next week by S. Reid
scoring 37 against Quorn Reserves in
a game we won by 3 wickets.
P. Hubbards season continued well with
43 runs in a tight game as Leicester
Taverners which we narrowly lost.
An outstanding 7 wicket win on the 24
July saw Rothley Park defeat
Woodhouse Reserves with only two
bowlers used, M. Bradshaw taking 5
wickets for 30 runs

th
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Some scorebooks remain with highlights
such as:
44 runs for S. Reid in a total of 79 all out
against Heather at Heather for the 1st
team. Rothley won this first game of the
season by bowling Heather out for 62
with R. Williams taking 5 wickets for 23
runs and R. Preston taking 5 wickets for
18 runs.

and B. Wells 5 wickets for 10 runs.
K. Kinch 5 wickets for 31 runs against
Weston Cricket Club was also in the
Sunday League.
Other Sunday League notable
achievements included:
C. Brunt taking 5 wickets for 11 runs
against a Pilgrims XI and 6 wickets for
28 runs against a Loughborough
Casuals XI.
E. Brunt with 64 runs and K. Perkins
54 not out both against an English
Electric XI.
K. Perkins then took 6 wickets for 43
runs against Earl Shilton with K.
Skinner also getting in on the runs
with 41.

J. Northam took 6 wickets for 11 runs for
nd
the 2 team against a Leicester
Taverners XI at Scraptoft, Rothley won
the game by 9 wickets.
C. Brunt took 6 wickets for 23 runs also
for the 2nd team against Loughborough
Casuals at Loughborough which Rothley
won by 32 runs, A. Copson hit a sprightly
26 runs for us before being bowled.

1966

C. Brunt took another haul of wickets in
the next game with 7 wickets for 24 runs
against a Phoenix CC XI at Rothley
which we won by 79 runs.

No records have been found of this
season apart from what we know of the
1st team now playing in Division 2 and the
2nd team Division 5 of the North
Leicestershire Cricket League.
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A season of bowling achievements
continued with R. Preston taking 6
wickets for 32 runs against Weston CC at
Rothley which we won by 7 runs.

being bowled and R. Preston taking 4
wickets for 33 runs.
Following a rained off game against
Cropston, Rothley picked up where they
had left off and beat a powerful Leicester
CO-OP team who had amassed 190 for 7
in 40 overs with K. Skinner leading the
bowling with 4 wickets for 62 runs off 14
overs. We won by 3 wickets by losing
only 7 wickets in our 191 runs with one
ball to spare. Runs came from C.
Bradbury with 46, E. Brunt with 32 and
C. Harris with 46 not out.

1967
The season got off to a very bad start, it
was not until the 5th game that we
recorded our first win against Ibstock
Welfare, we won by 28 runs thanks to C
Brunt taking 6 wickets for 33 runs. It was
followed by a 16 run win against Hathern
with C. Bradbury scoring 65 runs before
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Other notable scores included: C. Brunt
with 6 wickets for 41 runs against
Hathern at home. R. Burton 6 wickets for
29 runs against Cropston at home and K.
Chambers 5 wickets for 16 runs against

Leicester CO-OP at home.
The first team finished 5th in Division 2
with C. Bradbury topping the batting
averages for the club with 14 innings, 235

1960s

runs an average of 16.70 and R. Burton
the bowling averages with 97.2 overs, 21
maidens, 220 runs against and 30
wickets an average of 7.33.

Kegworth at Kegworth where K. Kinch
also scored 41 runs before being
caught.

1968
For the second team who finished third in
Division 5 in 1967 highlights included:
R. Chambers taking 5 wickets for 8
runs against Ibstock Welfare at Ibstock
and 7 wickets for 18 runs against
Ibstock Welfare this time at home and
51 batting runs before being run out
against Loughborough Carillion at
home.
R. Chambers finished second in the
bowling averages for Division 5 with
84.4 overs, 26 maidens, 178 runs
against and 25 wickets and average of
7.12.
P. Foottit taking 6 wickets for 27 runs
against Gracedieu Park at home and 5
wickets for 17 runs against
Woodhouse Eaves at Woodhouse.
S. Reid 62 not out against
Loughborough Carillion at
Loughborough.
N. Williams 7 wickets for 64 runs
against Shepshed Messengers at
Shepshed.

Division 2 and Division 5 again this year
for both our teams in the North
Leicestershire Saturday Cricket League.
The first team got off to a flying start by
beating a Soar Valley team by 45 runs
away from home, mostly thanks to some
fine bowling from C. Brunt who took 6
wickets for 16 runs from 10.3 overs. R.
Burton also contributed 4 wickets for 8
runs to help bowl Soar Valley out for 39
runs.

The juniors finished second in their
Loughborough league behind Cropston
highlights for the season included:
K. Kinch 6 wickets for 10 runs against
Kegworth at home.
C. Harris 68 runs against Quorn at
Rothley and 41 not out against

L. Esworthy
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In conversation with Sam
Rowe, Jim Hyman, Bob
Lovett and Allan Brown

Bob left school from Quorn and was
anxious to play at Rothley, but ended up
playing at Quorn with Don Harmer for the
first three years. When he did eventually
play for Rothley, he can remember the
square was oak posts and wires and
even railway sleepers one year, a very
rough outfield, no fours hit, only sixes and
plenty of cattle. Bob can also remember
that if the ball struck the oak tree it was a
six, even though it had not gone over the
boundary. The ball was lucky if it bounced
on the outfield anyway, byes were only
two, never had four byes.

Sam Rowe came to the club in 1962 with
his brother. Sam had recently finished at
Malvern College and his father said he
must play for the village team. His father
paid them both so much a run, so much a
catch and a wicket. One game at
Kegworth his brother scored 50 runs and
Sam took 8 wickets, the payment stopped
after then. Sam also played for 8 years
with Newtown Linford, a club where his
future wife’s late grandfather was a past
president.

Jim Hyman started playing after the war
in 1947, his first game was against
Belgrave Pastures in the Rothley second
team. Jim has lived in the village all his
life and played mainly for Rothley, until
later in his life when he played for
Newtown Strollers. Swithland had a side
at one stage, Jim's father Harry, a
wicketkeeper, captained them just after
the war. He had a petrol station garage
on Woodgate in Rothley.

Allan joined in 1969 and had recently
moved to the village, he lived overlooking
the ground and was often asked to come
over and play when one short, as he was
always gardening and local. Allan was kitman for 6 seasons and Sunday captain
for 2 years.
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Cricket was also played at the back of the
old Severn Trent building/council offices,
now called The Grange on Fowke Street.
Jack Williams put sides together to play
there. Also behind the Red Lion on
Loughborough Road there was a cricket
pitch and Football pitch for
many years till the 1960's.

A great legend of the club was Tommy
Brunt, but he never played after the war,
Bob remembers as a kid when he lived
on North Street seeing Tommy's bike
propped up against the Royal Oak on a
Saturday with his boots danglling from
the handlebars, Tommy
always used to like to ‘top
up’ before he played.

A memorable event
happened at a Copt Oak
Peter Salisbury, who
pub on the way back from a
worked for George
game against Desford
Hutchins in the paper shop,
Colliery. Chris Allan, Joe
was a good cricketer who
Nurse and Bob Lovett were
could bat and bowl well, he
all part of the game where
also played for the Rothley
we beat them easily so
British Legion team on a
finished early. The pub was
Sunday.
not open at 5.50. Joe
bashed the door and the
Rothley came within a
owners let them in
whisker of moving ground
eventually, the rest of the
in the 80's up to the top of
Ken Higgs
team joined shortly
The Garland, on land beside
afterwards, everyone
Lodge Farm. Wilsons the builders were
ordered pints of beer, but Joe Brunt
ordered a pint of lemonade, he was the
planning to give us the land as part of
last one to order, he got some ribbing for
building the new Garland Estate.
that, but he was teetotal you
see, the landlord was not
John Hayes the Rothley
best pleased either having
captain (Swithland Motors),
let us in early.
raised lots of money for the
club, always resplendent in
Kevin Kinch and a chap
a long camel coat. He
called Beaky (Alan
played for us over many
Beaumont) played for
years, a Quorn lad and a
Rothley once at Shepshed
good spin bowler and
when various incidents with
batsman. He was the first
opponents meant the game
person to wear a helmet
turned very nasty. After the
while batting.
game instead of a local pub
to recover from the match
Ken Higgs (Leicestershire
for both teams, the Rothley
CCC) used to play for
team thought it best to go
Rothley Park after his
elsewhere to drink.
retirement from first class
Gordon Banks
cricket, bowling from one
Allan remembers Jim
end all the match. Gordon Banks,
Esworthy keeping wicket when he was hit
the legendary Leicester and England
on the head and knocked out. The vicar
Goalkeeper also played occasionally for
who had been watching the game, helped
a Presidents XI, Jim remembers lending
lay Jim on a pavilion table, when Jim
him his trousers once. Jim could spin the
came round the vicar was hovering over
ball both ways with the same bowl him, Jim’s first words were ‘It didn’t take
bouncing twice that is.
you long’.
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got in permanently. We thought Jim was
the better player.

Jim remembers his dad, who was
teetotal, and Tommy Brunt who was not
and always appeared drunk. Tommy use
to call him a milk sop for which the reply
was, a big thump would follow if he did
not shut up.

Owen Vann also had some games with
the County, he was a wicket keeper. He
used to stand up at the stumps even for
quick bowlers like Steve Ball, Steve was
probably the best quick
bowler we ever had who
could swing the ball, he
died very young.

Some players signed the
pledge to stop drinking
alcohol around the time of
the Band of Hope
meetings in Leicester, this
practice did not last long
as you can imagine.

Bob Preston was a big
hitter of the ball with the
bat and could bend a ball
Cricket practices were on
either way with a fast leg
a mud patch in the 60's
break bowl. Once we
and 70's, on the sports
played the County in a
ground next to Rothley
charity game and he got
Library, unless you went
James Whittaker out with
James Whittaker
to private school with
his unique bowling, Chris
good facilities that's all there was.
Lewis was next in and warned of
the bowlers feat.
Ken Skinner was a good cricketer at that
time, a quick bowler and very good bat,
Sam can remember when he started as
he did not like getting out at all,
an 18 year old that the club had
unfortunately he had a
characters such as Noel
motor accident that
Collins and Huwey
stopped him playing. Ken
Mansfield. Huwey used
used to put a penny on
to field at silly point and
the middle stump and two
had dogs that came
halfpennies on the other
down with him, he was
stumps during practices,
often fast asleep on the
if you hit the particular
boundary with his dogs
wicket you could keep the
and had to be wakened
money.
to bat.
Another character was
Max Weaver was another
Herbert Vann, he used to
character as was Pete
bring so much cricket kit it
Chester (the ferret with
Chris Lewis
fitted in a trunk as if he
hands like buckets could
was going on his holidays, lo
not catch a thing). Keith Perkins
behold the player who gave him a lift, as
had a voice like a fog horn and club
he always wanted to go straight home as
stalwart Eric Brunt dedicated a big part of
well and not join for a drink.
his life to the club.
Jim Esworthy had trials with the County
and actually played a game for the
County seconds. There was some
controversy at the time, as another
person had trials at the same time and

The club groundsman was Alf Copson for
many years, he used to organise the tea
urn to be carried across from the Bluebell
Inn each Saturday afternoon, at that time
various players helped out with either
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days. Pete's advice, if ever there was
trouble grab a stump! He still lives up
Templar Way in Rothley. Ken Chester
was skipper for a few years in the early
80's and Bud Abbott was great to play
with.

teas, or ground work like brushing and
rolling the wicket after every game. We
did not have covers for the wicket and
even the outfield was always full of
nettles and cow-muck, it was never
mowed, the cattle used to eat it during
the week. The cow muck gave a good
shine to the ball though, that's if you
could find it in the undergrowth.

The club in partnership with the Bluebell
Inn once arranged to go to Paris to see
an international rugby match, apart from
Bob having his wallet stolen, two things
stand out, the first was trying to get into
the ground, as every turnstile they
approached was closed due to false
tickets, they ended up watching it in the
hotel in French, apart from Sam who
waved money around and got in. The
other event was stopping at the Red Lion
in Rothley for a drink on the way, having
had a drink at the Bluebell just before.

Once Allan was helping Alf with the
ground, when Farmer Coopers ram kept
prodding Alf in the back side whenever he
bent down. Alf got fed up with this and
ended up tying it to a post. Alf was very
dedicated to the club coming back from
work to water the ground at lunchtimes,
he even cut the Parish Church grass.
They all agreed Bob Preston was the
best all round player since the war to play
for Rothley. A tremendous hitter of the
ball. He was a fireman and once played
for the All England Fire Brigade team.
Harold Moore was the first Rothley player
to score a hundred after the war and Reg
Alan shortly after that.

In the 60s and 70s the first team was in
Division One most seasons in the North
Leicestershire League. An over 40s team
was establish in the 80s by Allan and
Dave Waldron as the youngsters were
getting all the games.
The Rothley wicket used to be turned
during a season for a while, which did
cause some issues with running down the
hill to bowl at times. The current pavilion
came from Newtown Linford in the early
60s where it used to be a café.The toilets
used to be around the back, they were a
disgrace and needed emptying down the
manhole after each game, it was known
as the Thunder Box.

Once a Hathern farmer batted with a
plastic ice cream carton as a box at
Rothley, evidently he could not afford a
proper box, it used to make a strange
sound when the ball hit it. Roy Stokes
played for Rothley and never wore gloves
and never got hit on the hand.
Sam remembers a game at Kegworth
when Matt Hilton was 99 not out in the
last over and at the non strikers end,
facing, was a junior player who blocked
the first three balls, then with 4 to win hit
a four to win the game leaving Matt
stranded on 99. Once at Barkby, Matt
was on 98 when the fielder literally stood
on the wooden fence and caught him. He
was given out.

The game till the 90s was not limited to
50 overs a side, so sometimes you would
get a team just coming to bat for ages
then leaving us an hour to get the runs to
win the game which was not very
sporting. Leicester Ivanhoe for example.
In 1979 Sam took over the juniors which
led to four good seasons with some great
players like Nigel Kinch, Nigel Paddock,
Chris Corbett from the grammar school,
Wayne Elkerton, Dave Morris, Akerdolu
(Cooley), Jimmy ‘Exocet’ Burton, John
Beaumont and Pete Williams.

Pete Chester once got a batsman out by
coming into bowl and actually taking the
stump out of the ground to run the
batsman out because he was out his
ground. Terrible sportsmanship in the old

57

1960s

The Esworthy family enjoying a pleasant day out at Rothley Park Cricket Club

1968 continued

We beat Cropston by 102 runs thanks to
a fine knock by C. Harris who scored 54
runs, backed by a fine bowling spell from
C. Brunt with 5 wickets for 12 runs and R.
Preston 4 wickets for 26 runs.

It was beginning to look like a Brunt and
Burton double act for the season with C.
Brunt taking 5 wickets for 27 runs against
Mountsorrel and R. Burton 5 wickets for
24 runs against Woodhouse Eaves at
home followed by 6 wickets for 39 runs
against Cropston.
With Brunt and Burton taking the wickets,
it was the turn of Bradbury and Esworthy
with the bat in the next game. C.
Bradbury scored 52 not out and J.
Esworthy 38 not out in Rothley’s total of
119 for 5 against Brush Blades which we
won by 42 runs.
Back to the bowlers for the next few
games with C. Brunt taking 7 wickets for
21 against Soar Valley at home and 5
wickets for 64 runs against Mountsorrel
at Mountsorrel which included a hat trick
for R. Preston.
R. Burton took 7 wickets for 24 runs
against Woodhouse Eaves at
Woodhouse and 7 wickets for 25 runs
against Birstall at home.
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Some of the Esworthy family
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season and C. Brunt the bowling award.
The Bob Perkins Trophy was won by C.
Bradbury.
George Hyman Catching Prize was won
by H. Mansfield.
Alf Copson Catching Prize to K. Hyman.

For the second team highlights included,
in what was a poor season for them:
R. Williams taking 7 wickets for 52 runs
against Barrow at Barrow, 6 wickets for
36 runs against Mountsorrel at home
and 6 wickets for 50 runs against
Quorn at Rothley.
R. Chambers taking 6 wickets for 14
runs against Bardon Hill at Bardon in
the final game of the season which
sealed our relegation to Division 6.
Honours for the season went to:
C. Bradbury
1st team batting
R. Burton
1st team bowling
R. Williams
2nd team bowling
N. Williams
Junior batting

Highlights for the second team included:
R. Williams with 7 wickets for 44 runs
against a Loughborough Cottons XI at
home and 5 wickets for 36 runs
against Desford at Desford and 5
wickets for 17 runs against
Loughborough Cottons away.
K. Perkins with 5 wickets for 12 runs
away at Woodhouse Eaves
B. Draycott 5 wickets for 24 runs against
Eagle Works at home.

1969
Another disappointing season for Rothley
Park, the first team finished bottom but
one in Division 2, fortunately a reorganisation of the league resulted in the
first team staying in Division 2.

The second team batting award was won
by K. Kinch and the bowling award went
to R. Williams.

C. Bradbury showed all how to bat for
another season with some excellent
scores, determination and concentration.
The bowlers also bowled well but missed
the services of R. Burton who had
returned to Mountsorrel Cricket Club.
Other notable scores came from
K. Kinch, N. Williams and M. Allard.

A dreadful season for Rothley Park first
team which saw them relegated to
th
Division 3. It took until the 8 game to get
a notable individual performance when K.
Perkins took 7 wickets for 39 runs against
Kegworth Town at Kegworth which we
lost by 7 runs.

1970

3 games later we eventually had some
notable batting performances when C.
Harris scored 43 and R. Preston 53 in our
total of 141 for 7, unfortunately the game
was tied. An eventual win at the end of
July and thanks to C. Bradbury with 51
not out. We scored 140 for 4 winning by 6
wickets against Ibstock Welfare at home.

Highlights for the first team included:
C. Brunt with 7 wickets for 21 runs
against Barrow Town at home where
C. Harris scored 42 not out as we won
by 4 wickets.
C. Harris also scored 57 against
Birstall Cricket Club at home and B.
Draycott took 5 wickets for 38 runs
against Kegworth at Kegworth.
C. Bradbury's best score was 76 not out
against Ashby Northfields at home
quickly followed up in the next game
with 40 runs against Quorn away from
home, and in the last game of the
season finishing with 63 against
British United, again away from home.

The last few games of the season saw K.
Perkins take 5 wickets for 15 runs against
Thornton St. Peters at Rothley and L.
Esworthy 46 not out and C. Bradbury 41
both against Ibstock Welfare at Hathern.
The second team was also relegated
from Division 5 to Division 6 unfortunately
no scorebooks survive to give us some
highlights, perhaps there weren't any.

C. Bradbury won the batting award for the
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Rothley team of 1970 including Randle Dodge, Dave Waldron, Bob Perkins, Jim Esworthy, Barry Draycott,
Cecil Brunt, Bob Lovett, Eric Brunt, Paul Hubbard and Dickie Woodford

1971
The first team were in Division 3 after
their relegation and keen to win
promotion back to Division 2,
rd
unfortunately they finished 3 from the
bottom just avoiding the drop to Division
4. Three Rothley players featured in the
top 4 outstanding contributions. In the
batting C. Bradbury came second with 13
innings, 256 runs at an average of 19.69
and in the bowling averages R. Preston
came third with 168 overs, 40 maidens,
307 runs, 32 wickets at an average of
9.45. C. Brunt came fourth in the
averages with 168 overs, 46 maidens,
331 runs, 35 wickets, an average of 9.54.
The first game did not go too well losing
against Loughborough Brush Blades
Reserves, but the second game against
Long Whatton away, brought the winning
ways back to Rothley Park even if it was
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by just 1 run. C. Bradbury scored 41
runs. D. Freer of Long Whatton took 9
wickets for 19 runs in 18 overs while P.
Durham for Rothley took 4 wickets for 28
runs to help with the win for Rothley.
The next game against Woodhouse
Reserves away continued the winning
ways with a 29 run win. C. Bradbury
again top scored with 51 runs and was
backed by N. Williams with 30 runs, for
the bowling C. Brunt took 5 wickets for
27 runs.
The bowlers took the awards in the next
game against Bardon Reserves with C.
Brunt taking 4 wickets for 12 runs and R.
Preston 6 wickets for 16 runs as

Bardon were skittled out for 29 runs.
Ashby Northfields second team away was
a high scoring game considering the state
of the outfield, with Rothley winning by 5
wickets. Ashby were bowled out for 162
with R. Preston taking 5 wickets for 39
runs. In reply Rothley reached the total by
only losing 5 wickets, 3 players
contributing with C. Bradbury 55 runs, P.
Hubbard 42 runs and L. Esworthy 35
runs.
The return match against Woodhouse
Eaves Reserves saw C. Brunt take 6
wickets for 46 runs,

1970s

1972

unfortunately we lost by 45 runs. C. Brunt
followed that with 5 wickets for 16 runs
against Thornton St. Peters, again we lost
by 3 wickets.

The year of the extended lease where the
club received permission to continue
playing on the park for another 10 years,
peacefully and enjoyably. The Lease with
Rothley Temple Estates Limited was
agreed with the four Rothley Park Cricket
Club trustees, Herbert Vann, Eric Brunt,
Harry Hyman and Reg Williams for a
payment of £20 a quarter.
The land should be used as a proper
cricket ground for the purpose of playing
or practising cricket and the pavilion for
meetings of the members and social
purposes to raise funds for the future of
the club.

The second team were playing in Division
6 this season, the bottom league and
finished last but one.
Winners of Trophies for 1971 were:
st
1 team batting
C. Bradbury
st
1 team bowling
C. Brunt
nd
2 team batting
D. Waldram
nd
2 team bowling
M. Westbury
Sunday team batting L. Esworthy
Sunday team bowling C. Brunt
G. Hyman catching
P. Hubbard
A. Copson catching
M. Westbury
Perkins Shield
C. Bradbury

The club also had a deficit of £12.7 as
reported at the club AGM. Treasurer Reg
Williams explained that the club had
suffered heavy expense as a result of
buying kit and a set of gang mowers.

Rothley team of 1971 for a Presidents XI
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1972 team including: Peter Williams, Jim Esworthy, Alan Waldram, Colin Harris, Cecil Brunt,
Clive Bradbury, Owen Vann and John Hill.

failed to take the last 2 wickets to defeat
Loughborough Brush Blades after C.
Harris had smashed a delightful 77 runs
before being stumped in Rothley’s total of
137 all out. We did manage to bowl
Cropston second team out cheaply for 37
runs in the next game thanks to a brilliant
7 wickets for 9 runs off 15.5 overs from
captain C.N. Brunt.

Chairman Herbert Vann announced that
he was retiring after 25 years and Eric
Brunt was elected as his successor.
Robert Perkins also resigned after eight
years as secretary and Michael Westbury
took over as general secretary.
This year the first team were still in the 3rd
Division of the North Leicestershire
League and the second team Division 6.
No scorecards exist of this season other
than to say both teams stayed in their
respective divisions.

C. Harris with 96 not out and R. Preston
with 67 runs helped continue the winning
streak with a 90 run win over South
Leicester Welfare. C. Harris also took 6
wickets for 32 runs in this game.

1973
st

The season started well for the 1 team in
Division 3 with a resounding 115 run win
over Bardon second team, K. Kinch
taking a match winning 6 wickets for 25
runs off 11 overs.

M. Williams, the current club treasurer,
played his first senior game this year
against Desford Tubes in a drawn match
where Rothley were bowled out for 131
runs. M. Williams scored 16 runs. Rothley
were 3 wickets short of victory.

Following a rain affected draw against
Loughborough Eagle Works, Rothley

N. Williams joined M. Williams in the rain
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affected game against Brush Casuals
where N. Williams scored 58 not out with
the bat.

Both the first team and the second team
were relegated this season, but the
Sunday team and the evening XI had a
successful season with Pat and Peter
Shaw playing some attacking cricket.
Martin Williams and John Hill were both
selected for the North Leicestershire
League Junior XI.

Some better performances in August with
C. Harris scoring 42 runs against
Cropston. C. Bradbury 43 runs against
South Leicester Welfare where C. N.
Brunt also took 6 wickets for 13 runs and
a 142 run win over Ibstock Welfare where
C. Bradbury scored 68 runs and C. N.
Brunt took 8 wickets for 14 runs.

Off the field Rothley introduced a “One
Hundred” club to raise funds and held an
annual Presidents XI v Rothley Park Golf
Club XI to raise further funds.

In the final two games of the season,
outstanding bowling came from C. N.
Brunt with 6 wickets for 64 runs against
Quorn and C. Harris 7 wickets for 53 runs
against Ravenstone.

Trophies went to:
R. Preston for 1st team batting.
C. N. Brunt for 1st team bowling.
P. Shaw won all the catching prizes.

1974
No records exist for this season

1975 Gentlemen team v players including: Bob Lovett, Cecil Brunt, Joe Brunt, David Waldram,
Allan Brown, Reg Williams, Alf Copson, Clive Bradbury, Jim Esworthy, Ken Skinner and Roy Stokes
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In conversation with
Martin Williams
Martin's earliest recollections of the
cricket club date back to his days as a
young boy in the early mid-sixties,
regularly attending the cricket ground
along with his father Reg and brother
Nigel for both matches and groundwork.
Martin's father had joined the club in
1948 when moving to Rothley after the
war and had always been a very involved
committee member, being Treasurer for
many years and playing until 1975.
Martin vaguely remembers the old, very
basic, 2-room pavilion under the big oak
tree and the arrival of the existing pavilion
we have all been familiar with,
transported from Bradgate Park in 1962,
formerly the tea rooms at Newtown
Linford from the 1920's. The pavilion at
the time had no flushing toilets, no
electricity, no hot water, no showers.
There was no kitchen and a rear entrance
staircase. The toilets in external
vestibules in the side of the pavilion were
separate “dunny cans”, these when full,
being emptied into a hole dug in the
ground adjacent to the pavilion.

Martin Williams with Martin Johnson at the opening of
the new scoreboard in 2008

virtually impossible, although bowlers
suggested they could impart a good shine
on the ball!

During the sixties, our then landlord,
Temple Estates, would only lease us the
bit of land that the square and pavilion
stood on, the unleased outfield being
grazed by cows that were milked down in
the farmyard on Town Green Street.
During this period, life for the cricket club
was very interesting as we were not
allowed to fence off the outfield and the
square needed protecting from the cows
with a fence of steel poles and a
combination of steel and barbed wire, all
of which needed removing and replacing
before and after each game. The only bits
of equipment were a hand wicket mower
and a heavy hand-pulled roller needing 4
people. The outfield was not mowed and
contained many a “cow-pat” which the
ball often visited on match day! Hitting
sixes was relatively easy, hitting a four

For those who cannot remember back
this far, the ability to play cricket to such a
standard with such facilities would be
incomprehensible and would certainly not
be tolerated or supported by members
today! However, although Rothley was
perhaps a little unusual, the majority of
clubs often laboured under similar
challenges, particularly in terms of
clubhouse facilities.
Martin, just remembers the old club
stalwarts of the sixties many of them
based on local families, the Brunts, the
Copsons, the Perkins, the Vanns, the
Kinches, the Hymans, the Nurses, many
of these family names also interrelated
with other members of the club.
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Very much a local village cricket club, all
players were keen cricketers, all involved
in the running of the club and all keenly
playing every weekend. In these days
there was a weekly team selection
meeting and teams were posted on a
RPCC notice board next to the bus stop
on the Green.

Initial improvements to the pavilion had
been made in the early seventies with the
help of Frank Sleath who created a larger
kitchen area, whilst external chemical
toilets were introduced. Bill Cooper
became our new landlord and allowed us
to now fence off and mow the outfield,
but only during the playing season. This
led to substantial improvements in the
quality of the playing area, as well as
getting rid of the dreaded cow-pats during
matches!

Martin remembers some good cricketers
in these days, Eric and Joe Brunt, Owen
Vann, Hughie Mansfield, Howard
Johnson, Bob and Keith Perkins, Clive
Bradbury, Bob Preston, Bob Lovett, David
North, Dave Waldram, Ron Stokes, Jim
Esworthy, Aubrey Upton, John Copson,
Alf Copson, Dick Masters, Colin Harris,
David North to name but a few. Games
were played to time and not to overs and
the team batting first sometimes batting
after tea to make a challenging
declaration.

The cricket club continued to develop,
helped by the efforts of Sam Rowe in
establishing a very successful junior
team, including the likes of Nigel and
Kristian Kinch, Jonathan Beaumont, Jim
Burton, Rich Preston, Wain and Jeremy
Rowe, Pete Williams, Nigel Benton, Nigel
Paddock, Rob Toone and Koo Akerdolo,
which provided a new generation of
senior players and maintained the club's
standards through this period. However,
our lack of facilities saw the inevitable
loss of the most talented of these players
to the Everards League Clubs, a further
warning of the need to develop the clubs
facilities.

Martin, encouraged by his father and
elder brother, started playing for the
teams in 1970 when 12 years of age and
was opening the batting in the 1st XI by
15, scoring 44 in his first outing. Overs
limited cricket had now been introduced.
The late seventies and early eighties
saw him leading the batting in a strong
Rothley team, still led by the indomitable
bowling of Joe Brunt and Bob Preston,
and the batting of Clive Bradbury but now
supported by the likes of Pat Shaw, Kevin
Kinch, Dave Wilson, Nigel Williams, Phil
Durham and Nigel Toone.

However, Rothley Park has always
remained the epitome of what English
village cricket is all about, a traditional
cricket ground and pavilion, set in a
beautiful rural park location with trees all
around.
The club received a huge boost in 1990
when John Hayes, a friend of many at the
club, a local businessman and an
experienced Everards League batsman
and spin bowler with Quorn and Carillon
OB, became involved with the
management and captaincy. John
introduced Warwick Spearing as
President, these two combined with
Martin to substantially advance the club
over the nineties with the introduction of a
fixture book with advertising, a lottery and
promoting a more outward looking
approach, in terms of both new players
and club promotion.

The eighties saw the start of substantial
change both in terms of playing and the
cricket ground. The Everards Club
League was formed, with many of the
good local village teams joining big town
clubs of Loughborough, Lutterworth,
Market Harborough and Leicester
Ivanhoe in a Leicestershire “premier club”
league. Elected on facilities as well as
playing standard, Rothley was
immediately left behind in a weakened
North Leicestershire League and later on
in a newly created Leicestershire Senior
Club League.
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This period saw the renowned English
pace bowler Ken Higgs playing for two
seasons and a number of appearances
from other English pace bowlers, Phil
Defreitas and Chris Lewis. We also saw
the introduction of Presidents Days
involving Brian Close, Peter Willey,
Gordon Banks and Andy Peake. John
also introduced Terry Allenby to the club,
who along with Bob Preston “who could
also hit the ball a country mile” and the
“give nothing away” Joe Brunt, rank as
the three best bowlers Martin has played
with. John also encouraged the return of
Colin Harris, one of the best all-rounders
to have played for the club.

The club over so many years both as
player and clubman, a giant in the local
game.
The 1980's and 1990's however, were
also touched with terrible sadness, the
club losing Martin's brother Nigel, Nigel
Toone and Terry Allenby through illness,
all in the prime of their lives and all a
great loss to the club.
We also became very grateful for the
involvement of Tony Cooper as our
landlord during the 1990's. Tony with his
friendly relationships with many of the
clubs members has been a great
supporter of the club and its recent
developments. It was during this period
that Tony allowed us to develop the
pavilion and fence the outfield
permanently, summer and winter. Tony's
very favourable support has also seen us
finally resolve the major problem of car
parking at the ground, allowing us to park
within the ground by opening up the new
entrance and driveway, whilst his
enthusiasm for helping the juniors has
allowed us to extend the playing arena for
coaching purposes and incorporate the
new artificial nets. Martin also recalls at
this time the club surviving the closure of
the Park for a whole season in 2001 due
to the foot and mouth epidemic, having to
play all our fixtures at Loughborough
University, thanks to the generosity of the
college.

Others fondly remembered by Martin
were Randall Dodge, our long serving
umpire whose fondness for a drink meant
being hit on the pads after 6.30 was a
very risky business. The one season
appearance of Cedric Brown, our
Yorkshire County batsman (so it was
claimed?) who went into bat in brown
suede shoes and became much more
famous as the erstwhile CEO of British
Gas. England captain Mike Gatting's
famous appearance one Saturday night in
1988 and the subsequent shenanigans at
Rothley Court! David Wilson's famous
bacon slicer cut-shot! Les Cole's, much to
be admired, unswerving unbiasedness as
our later club umpire! John Hayes' ability
to spin them out without turning a ball!
Bob Preston's immense contribution to
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being a challenge. However there were
highlights, the club's record opening
partnership of 269 between Nic Donovan
and Dan Apparicio and lowlights being
the still talked about opening partnership
of 16 off 20 overs involving Martin and
Matt Hilton against Carillon OB's. It was
apparently a very difficult wicket and an
outrageously swinging ball! Martin also
recalls his annus miraculous 2004
season when on entering the final match
of the season for the 2nd XI, he needed to
score just 34 not out in a low scoring run
chase to average over 100 for the season
and our very own Jeremy Chapman
(Teffers) gave him out LBW early doors!
Its not ruined a great friendship though!

The pavilion developments were huge in
terms of the recent history. The club are
indebted to Rob Toone in 1999/2000 for
his tremendous efforts in refurbishing the
then pavilion to include electricity,
showers, internal flushing toilets and foul
drainage. These efforts were also greatly
helped by the generosity of both Peter
Joyce and Gilbert Kinch which enabled
the work to go ahead. It was this one
major project which enabled the club to
be elected to the Everards County Cricket
League in 2002, a project which hopefully
secured a positive future for the club and
ultimately now sees the Club in the
County's Premier League!
Although the existing pavilion is now
being replaced with the new Bi-centennial
Clubhouse, this major development could
have only been achieved with Rob's
earlier efforts and latterly, Tony Cooper's
huge generosity as our landlord in
allowing the club a longer term 30 year
lease at a peppercorn rent.

Once again the efforts in developing what
is now a very strong junior section, reestablished by Graeme Hayter, Steve
Thomason, Stuart Wolfe and Martin and
now continuing with the help of Rich
Mugglestone, Phil Bamford, Jim Burton,
John Fraser and Richard Olsen, a thriving
section that has helped provide the core
of what are now the senior sides of the
club and well respected recognition in the
village.

The initial years of Everards League
membership proved tough, quite a step
up in standard, not helped by another
cyclical generational change in players,
the loss of good cricketers of the likes of
Steve Percy, Jim Gale, Mitch Williams,
Matt Hilton, Jamie North and Rob Bulmer

The club's standing in the community has
grown out of all proportion, initially helped
by Jeremy Simpson's instigation of our
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being built, supported by the clubs own
fundraising efforts over the last decade
and major funding contributions from UK
Sport England through the lottery and
other local benefactors, the club will at
last finally have “fit for purpose” facilities,
providing an important community facility
to hopefully sustain its continuing
success over the next 100 years!

annual Leicester Tigers charity cricket
matches and now replaced with the club's
annual Party in the Park which the whole
village turns out for in force, enjoying not
only cricket matches amongst village
teams, but also beer and tea tents, bbq's,
children’s amusements and live music.
This event has not only raised valuable
funds for worthy causes, but also basic
funds for the forthcoming new clubhouse.
Equally important to help the club fund its
many improvements was the relatively
recent introduction of the club's first bar,
enabled by the efforts of Wayne
Richardson and Robin Bulmer, later
further refurbished with the kitchen by
Vic Osmond.

Martin also fondly remembers the many
individuals who have helped in running
the club over all the years he has been
involved. From the playing captaincy side
such as; Harold Hickling, Andy Dermott,
John Hill, Bill Fraser, Keith Pearson, Joe
Nurse, Bud Abbott, Bob Appleby, Duncan
Yeadon, Kev Kinch, Alan Beaumont, all
the Groundsmen who have valiantly
volunteered their time, such as Alf
Copson, Bob Preston, Pat Shaw, Robin
Bulmer, Matt Hilton, Jeremy Chapman,
Wayne and Jack Richardson, Steve and
Harvey Brown, the many Club Chairman
and Secretaries, Eric Brunt, Bob Perkins,
Chris Allen, Chris Marlow, Jeremy
Chapman, Sam Rowe, Bob Lovett, Alan
Brown, Chris Allen, David Wilson, John
Hayes, Warwick Spearing, Jeremy
Simpson and the most important support
of all the ladies for teas with specific
mention for Jill Preston, Linda Bulmer,
Fran Hayter, Linda Gritton and Lisa
Osmond for particularly dedicated season
long efforts. The recent contributions in
supporting the juniors of Steve Brown,
Mary Mayoh, Nadia Agar, Keith and Bev
Fawdington, Dave Welch and Andy
Patterson to name but a few, are the
latest in a list of essential club helpers.

Martin also recognises the huge boost
that James Upton's recent involvement in
the club has provided in helping recruit
new players to the club, and through a
combination of Upton Steel and
Rainbridge Timber sponsoring many of
the ground improvement projects that
have taken place, including the electronic
scorebox, covers, sightscreens, outfield
fencing, decking and substantial support
for the new clubhouse.
James’s involvement has also coincided
with Rothley's recent rapid elevation
through the Everards League from
Division 4 in 2007, to Premier League
today. Over an incredible 6 year period,
led by the inspirational Ben Aspell as
captain “who could hit the ball even
further than Bob Preston”, a team of
talented juniors including Rich Williams,
Jack Richardson, Chris Beall, Luke
Welch, Sam Ward, Phil and Adam
Hackett assisted by the club's first
overseas players, Nick Mason, Jack
Ritchie and Adam Taylor and ex
Leicestershire bowler and TMS
commentator Charles Dagnall took us to
our present unbelievable heights.

Martin specifically finished on this note as
without thanking this extensive list of
individuals (and the many more who may
inadvertently have escaped mention)
volunteering their time behind the scenes
there would be no cricket club to
celebrate its bi-centenary. Without the
unsung heroes behind the scenes and
our advertisers, there would be no
opportunity for heroes on the cricket pitch,
a fact equally important going forward!

Over the last 40 years the club and its
cricket facility has become unrecognisable from that of the early 60's.
With the new expanded clubhouse now
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The Rothley Park Cricket Club Champions of Division 3 in 1976.

1976

1977

The first team won Division 3 of the North
Leicestershire League.

The first team played in Division 2 but
were relegated to Division 3.

1977 Annual Dinner and prize giving
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1978

P. Durham with 51 runs against Tilton
and Lowesby.
M. Williams scored 71 runs against
Barrow Town where S. Rowe took 3
wickets for 7 runs off 8 overs.

Not a good season for Rothley Park
st
Cricket Club. The 1 team just managed
nd
to stay in Division 3 and the 2 team only
won one game which meant relegation to
Division 8 for 1979.

1979

Off the field the Annual Dinner was well
supported and included a talk from Chris
Balderstone (Leicestershire County
Cricket Club). At the Annual President's
XI cricket match a presentation was
made to E. Brunt for his services to the
club.

C. Brunt started the season well taking 7
wickets for 29 runs in the second game of
the season for the first team against
Markfield CC which we won by 4 wickets,
three batsmen managed decent innings
in the game, C. Bradbury, D. Wilson and
C. Allen.

The season started well for the first team
playing in Division 3 with K. Kinch taking
6 wickets for 20 runs against New Lount
as Rothley won by 4 wickets. The next 4
games were lost, until the game against
Woodhouse Eaves which saw us back to
winning ways with a 106 run win, thanks
to 83 from M. Williams with the bat and 6
wickets for 8 runs from P. Durham with
the ball.

P. Shaw struck 41 in the next game
against Birstall Village CC but it was not
enough to stop Rothley falling to their
second defeat of the season.

The return of C. Brunt brought better
fortunes to Rothley with him taking 7
wickets for 30 runs against Ellistown and
5 wickets for 38 runs against New Lount
Cricket Club. Nine games later we
eventually recorded another win, this time
against Thornton at home where M.
Williams struck 100 not out in a total of
180 for 5 off 42 overs.

Winning ways continued with a thumping
79 run victory against Ashby Ivanhoe CC,
C. Bradbury topped the runs with 45 and
S. Rowe topped the bowling taking 5
wickets for 18 runs off 7.2 overs.
R. Preston was having the season of his
life, recording 80 runs with the bat and
taking 5 wickets for 22 runs against South
Leicester Welfare in a thrilling 92 run
victory for Rothley.

Thankfully R. Preston came to the rescue
in the next game against Ellistown
Colliery scoring 41 with the bat and taking
an amazing 7 wickets for 4 runs off 11.4
overs.

The Sunday team had a successful
season of friendlies with some highlights
including:
42 runs for P. Durham against
Houghton-on-the Hill at home.
N. Williams with 72 not out and P.
Durham with 55 runs out of a total 167
for 9 against Ibstock at home which
was drawn.

Four matches later Rothley again won a
match, this time against New Lount at
home where C. Bradbury scored 89 runs
in Rothley's total of 172 for 6. R. Preston
again topping the bowling with 7 wickets
for 6 runs off 10.3 overs as the opponents
were bowled out for 13.
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A win did materialise in the 4th game
against Birstall by 49 runs thanks to 45
runs from M. Williams and 7 wickets from
R. Preston.

Rothley's next visitors were Soar Valley
CC where thanks to a fine 70 runs from P.
Shaw we recorded a 100 run win and
followed that with a 29 run win over
Markfield CC with R. Preston topping the
batting with 74 not out and topping the
bowling with 7 wickets for 35 runs.

The winning ways continued in the next
two games, the first against Ashby
Ivanhoe with good scores from D.
Underwood, P. Shaw, M. Williams, W.
Elkerton and top scorer R. Preston with
47 runs, the second win was against
Cropston by 26 runs with both N. Toone
and R. Preston both taking 5 wickets
each.
K. Kinch took 5 wickets for 13 runs
against Ravenstone which we lost.
N. Toone took 6 wickets for 19 runs
against Soar Valley which we won by
22 runs.
M. Williams with 45 runs and P. Shaw
with 48 runs against Birstall at home
in a 48 run win.

Other highlights for the season included:
P. Durham 56 not out against Birstall
Village CC where R. Preston also took
6 wickets for 50 runs.
M. Williams 76 against Thorpe Arnold CC
and P. Hales 77 against Ellistown CC.

1980
st

The 1 team had a dreadful start to the
season, even with M. Williams scoring 66
and N. Kinch 40 not out could not stem a
defeat against Markfield CC and that was
rd
the 3 game of the season.

1980 1st team
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1980 Presidents XI

1980 Charity game team
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1981

and Shipman at Belvoir Drive produced
41 runs for C. Bradbury and 40 runs for P.
Williams.

P. Shaw got Rothley Park off to a great
start this season with 85 glorious runs out
of a total of 165 for 6 from 42 overs
against Hathern Old 1st XI. B. Preston
ably supported Shaw with 36 runs before
being bowled.

Other scores included:
M. Williams with 69 runs and N. Kinch
with 42 runs in Rothley's total of 202
for 7 against Birstall Village at home.

1982

Following a loss to Mountsorrel, Rothley
continue winning ways with a 42 run win
against Jones & Shipman, D. Wilson with
42 not out and M. Williams with 31
topped the batting, R. Preston took 6
wickets for 20 runs off 14 overs.

W. Elkerton scored 49 runs in the first
game of the season against Birstall at
home in a Rothley total of 156 for 6
wickets, a rain affected game which
ended up being a draw.

N. Toone took 6 wickets for 45 runs
against Gracedieu away, but it did not
stop Rothley losing by 35 runs, 3 defeats
in a row. If 6 wickets was not enough for
N. Toone, in the next game against
Loughborough Carillion Old Boys, he took
8 wickets for 18 runs off 14 overs as
Rothley won by 6 wickets. N. Toone
followed up in the next two games with 6
wickets for 23 runs and 5 wickets for 34
runs. Not to be outdone, R. Preston took
7 wickets for 29 runs against Adam
Brothers and Shardlow in a 6 wickets win.

P. Shaw scored 85 not out in another
drawn game due to bad weather, this
time against Dunlop at home.

In the return game against Hathern P.
Shaw topped the batting with 54 runs in a
79 run win and the game against Jones

Presidents XI with David Waldram and Owen Vann
the batsmen
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1982 Annual Dinner Presentations

It took till the 6th game of the season to
record a first win and against a weak
Ravenstone XI where N. Toone topped
the bowling with 6 wickets for 19 runs.

home as we won by 48 runs. P. Shaw in
the second game of the season scored
101 not out against Birstall away in a rain
affected win and to top a good start to the
season, R. Preston took 5 wickets for 14
runs off 15 overs against Hathern away
as we recorded our third victory on the
trot skittling Hathern out for 28 runs.

Other scores of note for the 1982 season
included:
P. Shaw with 61 not out against South
Leicester Welfare and 46 against
Ravenstone at home.
C. Shorter 5 wickets for 26 runs
against Mountsorrel at home.
N. Kinch 58 against Loughborough
Technical College.
M. Williams 54 against Adam Brothers
& Shardlow.
S. Abbott 52 against Birstall at Birstall.

Adam Brothers & Shardlow was a
tougher game for Rothley which we lost
by 3 runs, N. Toone taking 7 wickets for
43 runs off 12.5 overs.
P. Shaw with 56 runs could not stop
Rothley losing the next game by 6
wickets against Bal Gopal of
Loughborough, however, winning ways
came back against Mountsorrel with a
crushing 70 run win for Rothley, thanks to
106 not out from P. Shaw in a total of 205
for 2. R. Preston backed up with 41 runs
before being caught.

1983
N. Toone got Rothley off to a good start in
1983 with 5 wickets for 23 runs off 14.2
overs against South Leicester Welfare at
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st

We do know that Rothley 1 team
th
finished 4 in Division One of the North
Leicestershire Cricket League.

Other notable contributions to the season
included:
M. Williams with 66 and A. Brown with
60 in Rothley's total of 214 for 6
against Birstall at home.
M. Williams with 48 and R. Preston with
6 wickets for 32 runs against
Hathern at home.
M. Williams with 67 before being run out
against Dunlop at home.

1984
We only have the second team
scorebook from Division Five available to
give us some highlights for the season,
which included:
J. Hill with 5 wickets for 13 runs off 12
overs against Adam Brothers &
Shardlow.
D. Wilson 86 not out versus Wadkins.

1985
A few highlights for the first team again in
Division One including:
M. Williams with 65 not out against
Hathern Old at home.
N. Toone with 5 wickets for 18 runs and
T. Allenby 5 wickets for 11 runs both
against Mountsorrel away.
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P. Williams with 65 runs against Fisons
of Loughborough.

For the 2nds W. Fraser took 9 wickets for
32 runs against Rolls Royce away from
home. This is the only score we have.

From the second team scorebook for this
season highlights included:
R. Preston 60 runs against Birstall
Village 2nds.
R. Preston Snr with 5 wickets for 37 runs
against Shepshed Messengers
away which included 54 runs for
R. Preston Jnr.
N. Toone 5 wickets for 28 runs against
Petronians.
R. Preston Snr 7 wickets for 29 runs
against Mountsorrel 2nds and 7
wickets for 45 runs against Birstall
Village 2nds and 9 wickets for 27 runs
against Shepshed Messengers at
home.
L. Snart 5 wickets for 36 runs against
Woodhouse Eaves and 5 wickets for
17 runs against Loughborough Town
2nds.

1987
An 8 run win in the first game of the
season and back in Division 1 against
Birstall away, got Rothley Park off to a
good start this season. J. Hern top
scored with the bat scoring 62 runs
before being caught in Rothley’s total of
162 for 8. R. Preston topped the bowling
with 4 wickets for 52 runs off 16 overs.
Unfortunately the second game of the
season against a Rolls Royce XI at home
was not so successful, losing by 6
wickets even though M. Williams cracked
a splendid 69.

1986 Presidents team
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Brush Casuals in the next game also at
home, brought winning ways back to
Rothley by 31 runs thanks to 59 from
R. Hayes before being stumped.

The return game against Birstall, this time
at home, was won by 24 runs with
R. Hayes scoring 54 and K. Kinch taking
6 wickets for 71 runs off 21 overs.
J. Hayes took the honours in the next
game against Syston Town 2nds scoring
71 runs, but could not stop a defeat by
3 runs.

4 losses later Rothley eventually won
another game, but not till after T. Allenby
had taken 5 wickets for 56 runs off Birstall
Village at home. The win was against
Barrow away by 6 wickets thanks to 5 run
outs from Barrow.

Mountsorrel away was a different ball
game, a thumping 69 run win thanks to
M. Williams with 58 runs, P. Shaw with
51 runs and T. Allenby with 5 wickets for
46 runs off 21 overs.

After losing to Ravenstone, Rothley
defeated Leicester Caribbean by 2
wickets and Leicester Overseas by 10
wickets with R. Preston taking 6 wickets
for 25 runs and M. Williams top scoring
with 49 not out.

Other notable scores this season were:
J. Hern with 63 not out against Soar
Valley at home.
J. Beaumont 55 against Thornton SP
Cricket Club.
J. Hayes 5 wickets for 43 runs off 12
overs against Birstall away.
K. Kinch 5 wickets for 53 runs off 20
overs all against Leicester Overseas.

Rothley suffered a further two losses,
then had another win against
Loughborough Tech by 8 wickets with T.
Allenby taking 6 wickets for 25 runs.
T. Allenby continued his good form with
the ball taking 6 wickets for 37 runs off
19.1 overs in the game against
Loughborough Town Cricket Club even
though we lost by 14 runs.

For the second team highlights include:
J. Hill took 7 wickets for 23 runs off 11
overs against a Petronians XI.
S. Harlow scored 56 in Rothley’s total

1987 Brian Clarke Cup Final
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of 135 for 7 in the 57 run win against
Burton on the Wolds at home.
S. Abbott scored 55 against a
Ravenstone 2nds XI in a total of 149
for 6.

Birstall XI which we won by 4 wickets
with 10 balls to spare, P. Williams top
scored with 51 not out.
Following a loss to Leicester Overseas
Rothley won their next game against
Mountsorrel Castle with G. Ferrar top
scoring with 51 not out and R. Preston
taking 5 wickets for 13 runs off 4 overs.
P. Shaw top scored with 64 runs in the
game against Syston but could not
stop a 6 wicket defeat.

Other notable scores included:
R. Preston Junior with 6 wickets for 30
runs off 17 overs against Woodhouse
Eaves away.
A 5 wicket haul for both C. Allen and D.
Whomsley as Hugglescote were
skittled out for 23 runs.
D. Whomsley with 5 wickets for 14 runs
off 7 overs against Mountsorrel away.
D. Wilson 54 not out against a
Petronians XI at home.
R. Toone 61 against Mountsorrel at
home.
B. Fraser 6 wickets for 22 runs off 18.2
overs against Woodhouse Eaves at
home.

Following another 3 losses in a row,
Rothley eventually won by defeating
Stoughton and Thurnby in the cup by
23 runs where M. Williams scored 57.
This winning formula continued back in
the league with the next game against
Westfields at home where T. Allenby
took 6 wickets for 16 runs off 17.2
overs.

1988

P. Williams scored 56 not out in the
second round of the Brian Clarke Cup
as Rothley totalled 131 for 8,
unfortunately it could not stop us losing
as Leicester Overseas had scored 243

Rothley were once again in Division One
of the North Leicestershire League and
started their campaign against a strong

1988 Rothley Park 2nd XI
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Rothley Park Presidents Day 1988 - Presidents XI skippered by Brian Close C.B.E
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for 9 in their 40 overs. Back to the league
and a fine 67 runs from M. Williams
helped Rothley score 194 for 7 wickets
against Leicester Overseas, but again we
lost by 16 runs.

1988 was the year of national cricketing
controversy, when the England captain
Mike Gatting was accused by The Sun
and Today newspapers of improprieties
with a barmaid at the Rothley Court
Hotel. The accusations led to the sacking
of Gatting as captain of England despite
his protestations of innocence.

Other scores for the season included:
G. Ferrar 59 in the Joe Orton Cup.
R. Hayes 75 in the league against
Loughborough Technical College at
home.
P. Williams 83 not out against Soar
Valley.
W. Elkerton 5 wickets for 48 runs off 15
overs against B. Gopal at home where
R. Hayes also contributed with 47 not
out.
R. Preston took 6 wickets for 49 runs
helped by K. Kinch with 4 wickets for
46 runs as Rothley thrashed
Westfields by 79 runs.
In the last game of the season Rothley
lost by 4 wickets even though M.
Williams and R. Hayes had got
Rothley off to a fabulous start with a
st
131 run 1 wicket partnership, both
men were out for 67 runs.

1989
Still in Division 1 Rothley started the
season at home against Burton on the
Wolds with a 35 run win, a good team
performance, with runs distributed about
and wickets evenly taken.
P. Shaw scored 54 runs in the next game
in a Rothley total of 170 for 5 against
Stoughton and Thurnby as we recorded a
2 wicket win, K. Kinch and T. Allenby
shared 4 wickets a piece in this game.
P. Shaw continued his good form with 63
runs against Ivanhoe in a drawn game
which preceded an 8 wicket win over
LCCC which saw the Williams brothers
scoring 135 runs between them, M.
Williams with 69 not out and P. Williams
with 66 not out.

For the second team in the 1988 season
J. Hill took 7 wickets for 38 runs off 17
overs against Woodhouse Eaves.
D. Wilson also contributed in this game
with 45 not out.
B. Fraser took 5 wickets for 42 runs in
the game against Burton on the Wolds
where R. Toone scored 49 runs in
Rothley’s total of 162 for 9.
A 5 wicket haul for both J. Hill and W.
Fraser against Rolls Royce, J. Hill's
figures were 21 overs, 6 maidens, 36
runs and 5 wickets and W. Fraser 20.2
overs, 6 maidens, 34 runs and 5
wickets.
R. Toone 53 runs against Burton on the
Wolds at home.
R. Bulmer 65 not out v Ravenstone.
N. Benton 56 against a King Edward XI
and in the final game of the season
debuts from M. Hilton who scored 62
not out and W. Rowe who took 7
wickets for 34 runs was a good start
and a sign of great things to come.

The visit of Broughton Astley to Rothley
brought the best out in W. Elkerton who
took 5 wickets for 30 runs off 9 overs, in
the batting M. Williams top scored with 50
runs followed by R. Hayes with 47 runs,
Rothley won by 2 runs.
The next game against Ratby we lost by
54 runs even after I. Angrave had taken 6
wickets for 59 runs off 14 overs.
T. Allenby took 6 wickets for 41 runs off
18 overs against Huncote, unfortunately
Rothley's batting was poor and we were
bowled out for 43 runs. T. Allenby then
took the honours the week after with
another good bowling performance this
time against Soar Valley, taking 5 wickets
for 45 runs.
In the final games of the season P. Shaw
scored 74 not out against Barkby at home
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Rothley Park Presidents Day 1989 with some players from Leicestershire County Cricket Club

followed by 59 against Burton on the
Wolds where T. Allenby took 8 wickets for
57 runs off 23 overs.

J. Burton 56 against Loughborough
Tech at home.
R. Bulmer 92 against Soar Valley at
home.
D. Wilson 51 against Huncote at home
followed by 62 runs against Barkby
away.

For the second team highlights included:
D. Wilson with 59 runs against
Stoughton & Thurnby joined by
P. Durham with 52 not out.
R. Preston 100 not out against GEC
Whetstone at home followed by 69
against Loughborough Tech away.
R. Bulmer 67 not out supported by
K. Kinch with 47 against Newtown
Linford at home.
R. Bulmer 61 and J. Rowe 62 not out
both against Broughton Astley at home
where also S. Hickling took 6 wickets
for 82 runs off 15.3 overs.
J. Rowe 52 not out against Beacon at
home.
J. Hill 5 wickets for 18 runs off 12 overs
against Huncote away.
D. Wilson 62 not out and S. Abbott 5
wickets for 28 runs off 11 overs against
Barkby at home.
R. Preston 51 not out against
Stoughton & Thurnby at home.

The 1989 season ended with a
Presidents XI v Rothley Park game with
sporting stars Alan Birchenall, Andy
Peake, Ken Higgs, Peter Willey and Chris
Lewis joined by local businessman
Warwick Spearing and local GP Ian
Schofield.

1990
Rothley had a fairly strong team this year
and were expected to do well in the
league, Division One of the Leicestershire
Senior League. First game of the season
was against Loughborough Town CC with
Rothley managing to keep Loughborough
to 135 all out off 42.2 overs, T. Allenby
took the wicket spoils with 5 wickets for
54 runs off 21 overs.
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Other notable scores for the 1st team this
year were:
J. Rowe with 67 not out against Ratby.
M. Williams 79 against Huncote
supported by K. Kinch with 54 and 6
wickets for 71 runs off 23 overs for
T. Allenby.
R. Hayes 58 not out against Stoughton
& Thurnby away.
C. Harris 54 against Fleckney away
where T. Allenby took 6 wickets for 41
runs off 16.5 overs.

In reply Rothley got the runs required for
a win by only losing 3 wickets
themselves, M. Williams top scored with
65 not out.
nd

2 game of the season against Birstall
Village at home was not such a good
game, being thrashed by 9 wickets,
Rothley all out for 104.
Following a loss to Burton on the Wolds,
Rothley came fighting back against
Ratby, bowling them out for 88, T. Allenby
taking 6 wickets for 25 runs off 21 overs,
Rothley only just making the winning runs
by finishing with 90 for 8 with 4 overs to
spare.

The season finished with a benefit game
for Leicestershire County Cricket Club's
Nigel Briers against a Rothley Park XI.
The weather was fine and dry with
Leicestershire put in to bat making 211 all
out off 33.4 overs, P. Williams taking 3 for
39 for Rothley, D. Milnes 54 and N. Briers
42 with the bat for LCCC. In reply Rothley
reached 158 for 7 off 35 overs with P.
Williams topping the batting as well as
the bowling with 28 not out. Other
Leicestershire players playing included:
J. Whittaker, C. Lewis, A. Mullally, J.
Benson, B. Smith, T. Boon, M. Gidley, L.
Potter and L. Taylor.

S. Phillipson had scored 73 in the cup
against Burton on the Wolds and followed
this up with 70 against Leicester Ivanhoe
in the league in a Rothley total of 171 for
9, J. Hayes was given out obstructing
wicket in this game, unfortunately we lost
by 2 wickets.
Losses to Soar Valley and Fleckney
followed before we recorded our next
win, this time against Birstall Village away
where we amassed 200 for 3 with M.
Williams scoring 60 and S. Phillipson an
impressive ton, 101 not out. Rothley's
total was all the more impressive, it was
off 41 overs. Rothley won by 50 runs.

For the second team in 1990 highlights
included:
D. Wilson with 93 runs not out against
Wigston away followed by 53 against
Cosby at home where B. Fraser took 5

Scorecard from the Nigel Briers (LCCC) benefit game held at Rothley Park in 1990.
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Benton and K. Kinch. For Rothley who
batted first, M. Williams top scored with
63 not out.

wickets for 28 runs off 10 overs.
R. Preston 77 against Newtown Linford
at home followed by 51 not out against
Electricity Sports away.
R. Toone 73 against Enderby at home.
R. Bulmer 66 not out against Houghton
& Thurnby at home.
S. Abbott 50 against Wigston Town at
home.
N. Benton 6 wickets for 29 runs off
13.2 overs. R. Toone with 56 runs,
R. Bulmer with 54 runs and
M. Dawson 50 not out all against
Ratby Town at home.
K. Kinch 104 against Ravenstone at
home.
R. Bulmer 83 not out and N. Benton 5
wickets for 38 runs off 14 overs
against Electricity Sports at home,
N. Benton also followed up next game
with 6 wickets for 31 runs off 10 overs
against Enderby away.

C. Harris top scored with 96 not out
against Loughborough Town out of a
Rothley total of 169 for 7 wickets off 45
overs. In reply K. Higgs took 4 wickets for
20 runs off 20 overs to restrict
Loughborough to 104 for 5 off their 45
overs.
K. Higgs with 5 wickets for 41 runs and
C. Harris 5 wickets for 43 runs made sure
Great Glen were all out for 94 in the next
game in 39 overs. Rothley got the runs
with 7 overs to spare making 97 for 3
wickets with R. Preston top scoring with
42 not out.
R. Preston topped the batting again in the
next match against Fleckney with 59 runs
in a score of 177 for 8 wickets off 45
overs. Fleckney could only manage 130
for 7 wickets thanks to K. Higgs 23 overs,
9 maidens, 30 runs and 4 wickets.

1991
st

A typical 1 team for Rothley this year
included names such as: M. Williams, R.
Hayes, C. Harris, K. Kinch, R. Preston, J.
Hayes, P. Shaw, M. Hilton, S. Oakes, K.
Higgs and N. Benton.

GEC Whetstone brought an easy win for
Rothley thanks to C. Harris with 5 wickets
for 32 runs ensuring they were all out for
103 runs. Rothley scored the required
runs with 15 overs to spare, R. Preston
top scored with 59 not out.

Huncote were the first team to play
Rothley and this was at home, Rothley
batted first making 159 for 7 wickets off
45 overs with R. Hayes top scoring with
62. In reply Huncote made 100 for 7
wickets off their 45 overs with K. Higgs for
Rothley taking 7 wickets for 17 runs off 23
overs fresh from his retirement from 1st
class cricket with Leicestershire.

In the return game against Ratby, this
time at home, a 123 run 1st wicket
partnership between M. Williams with 60
runs and M. Hilton with 69 runs gave
Rothley 183 for 8 wickets off 45 overs. In
reply Ratby could only make 110 runs for
5 wickets.

The good start carried on into the next
game against Soar Valley, with Rothley
scoring 195 for 6 wickets off 40 overs with
P. Shaw scoring 63 and M. Williams 54
not out. In reply Soar Valley managed
178 for 8 wickets off 40 overs.

In the return fixture against
Loughborough Town, K. Higgs took 7
wickets for 13 runs off 11 overs to bowl
them out for 50 runs. We won the game.
Not to be outdone, C. Harris took 6
wickets for 78 runs in the next game
against Birstall at home in Birstall's total
of 160 for 8 wickets. Rothley made 165
for 3 wickets in reply with M. Williams
scoring 48 and R. Bulmer 42.

Playing Ratby away was the first game of
the season where we managed to bowl
the opposition out, for 109, the share of
the wickets going between C. Harris, N.
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1990s

K. Higgs took 6 wickets for 33 runs
against Great Glen at home as we
bowled them out for 106. In reply Rothley
only lost one wicket, C. Harris top scored
with 51 not out.

The end of the season had its usual
Presidents XI v Rothley. P. Willey from
Leicestershire took part with C. Lewis, K.
Higgs and A. Peake.
Very few scorebooks have survived since
1991 so the following pages are full of
photographs and tables.

In the last game of the season against
GEC, M. Hilton top scored with 52.

1995 Final League Table for the 1st team

1997 Final League Table for the 1st team
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2000

2000 Final League Table for the 1st team
1999 Final League Table for the 1st team
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2001 - 2002

2002 Final League Table for the 1st team
2001 Final League Table for the 1st team
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2003 - 2004 - 2005

2004 Final League Table for the 1st team

2003 Final League Table for the 1st team
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2005 - 2006

2006 Under 13’s championship team

2005 Final League Table for the 1st team
2006 Final League Table for the 1st team
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2008

2008 Rothley Park 1st Team

2008 Under 13’s championship team
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2008

2008 Under 17’s championship team

2008 Final League Table for the 1st team
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2009

Winners of the 2009 Col Martin Cup

2009 Final League Table for the 1st team

2009 Jack Richardson receiving the Col Martin Cup
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2010

Rothley Park Cricket Club 1st Team 2010

Rothley Park Cricket Club 2nd Team 2010
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2010

96

2011
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2012

Rothley Park Cricket Club 1st Team 2012

Rothley Park Cricket Club 2nd Team 2012
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2013

99

2014

Rothley Park Cricket Club 1st Team 2014

Memories of the old pavilion 2014

100

2014
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ROTHLEY PARK CRICKET CLUB
1st Team Honours
Batting

Bowling

2016

H. Khan

P. Hackett

2015

C. Dagnall

A. Smith

2014

A. Taylor

C. Dagnall

2013

S. Ward

J. Richardson

2012

S. Ward

P. Hackett

2011

B. Aspell

N. Mason

2010

S. Ward

N. Mason

2009

S. Ward

B. Aspell

2008

B. Aspell

B. Aspell

2007

M. Hilton

B. Hack

2006

B. Glennon

B. Aspell

2005

R. Vimal

S. Wolfe

2004

T. Ferreira

J. North

2003

D. Apparicio

J. North

2002

B. Aspell

Mi. Williams

2001

M. Hilton

M. Sutliff

2000

M. Hilton

Mi. Williams

1999

M. Williams

G. Hayter

1998

R. Bulmer

C. Harris

1997

P. Williams

M. Hilton

1996

M. Williams

C. Harris
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ROTHLEY PARK CRICKET CLUB
2nd Team Honours
Batting

Bowling

2016

C. Beall

T. Perry

2015

Cg. Bulmer

L. Welch

2014

A. Burnip

T. Perry

2013

Cg. Bulmer

T. Palmer

2012

Cg. Bulmer

T. Palmer

2011

Cg. Bulmer

M. Caren

2010

D. Burgess

Josh. Simpson

2009

D. Yeadon

E. Gritton

2008

G. Gwynne

Josh. Simpson

2007

J. Simpson

M. Gale

2006

M. Williams

G. Hayter

2005

R. Bulmer

M. Gale
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